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COMMEROAL  POLICY. 

No.  II. 

la  the  commerce  by  sea,  we  distinguish 
Mpe,  mariners  and  merchandise.  They  pre¬ 
sent  three  classes  of  interests  which  are  ob¬ 
jects  of  laws  of  shippirig,  qf  navigation  andj 
trade. 

The  laws  of  shipping  in  the  United  Slates' 
have  high  claims  to  approbation,  for  enlighten-  ^ 
ed  patriotism  and  systematic  utility.  They 
i  exhibit  sound  principles,  united  with  real 
i  ItBowledge  in  affoirs.  The  principal  regula- 
I  tions  were  established  in  the  time  of  President 
Washington.  | 

During  bis  administration,  a  system  was  be¬ 
gun  for  maintaining  tranquillity  along  the  in- 
I  4and  borders,  by  means  of  justice,  fair  dealing, 
humanity,  and  the  arts  of  peace,  in  relation 
'  to  the  Indian  tribes.  How  far  it  has  been  im- 
paired,  and  the  general  principle  violated, 

[  need  not  be  told  to  those  who  understand  the 
F  history  of  Harrison’s  expedition  against  the  i 
Indians  wlio  lived  near  Tippecanoe.  As  that 
|i  invasion  of  the  Indian  country  was  not  war- 
i  ranted  by  any  declaration  of  war  against  the 
1  Indians,  a  semblance  of  legalization  with  a 
'  maritime  varnish  has  been  spread  over  the 
■  subject,  by  means  of  an  act  to  declare  war  by 
)  land  and  sea.  After  the  extensive  interrup¬ 
tions  of  commerce  by  emliargocs  and  other 
'■  interdictions,  proceeding  Irom  the  cabinet,  a 
;i  policy  for  interrupting  the  commerc  e  is  pur- 
\'  sued  by  the  declared  enemy.  But  the  mode  of 
blockade  is  dificrent.  On  the  part  of  the  fo- 
'  reign  enemy,  the  agency  of  naval  force  is  em- 
i  ployed  against  the  commerce  by  water.  The 
cabinet  has  employed  custom-house  blocka- 
deis  Ao  act  against  commerce  on  land  and 


along  shore.  V essels  owsied  by  citizens  of  tne 
United  States,  to  the  value  of  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars,  many  myriads  of  Aineriiran  tonnage  are 
doomed  to  decay  in  ports.  American  sailors, 
ship  carpenters,  smiths,  caulkers,  joiners,  car¬ 
vers,  painters,  blockinakers,  ropemakers,  saU 
makers,  riggers,  boat  builders,  and  others  who 
lived  by  active  commerce,  arc  deprived  of  em¬ 
ployment.  Prices  aro  enhanced  for  articles 
of  the  first  necessity  along  the  seaboard ; 
while  money  has  been  drawn  off  towards  the 
theatre  of  fire  and  blood,  the  Imlian  countiy. 
The  extermination  of  Indians  has  become  the 
rage  in  the  west  and  the  south.  And  accord-  ’ 
ingly  many  a  vehement  talk  alioiit  maritime 
rights  has  been  heard  from  dealers  in  politics, 
who  could  not  state  the  diflereoce  between 
catheads  and  catharpins,  if  aboard  a  ship. 

So  far  from  understanding  tlie  regular  ma¬ 
nagement  of  commercial  vessels,  some  have 
talked  as  if  they  did  not  know  such  things  to 
be  moveables.  Yet  they  might  rind  the  ves¬ 
sels  expressly  declared  to  be  moveables,  if 
tliey  would  ascertain  Low  such  matters  are 
ordered  in  France.  It  is  unfortunate  for  tiie 
citizens  of  (he  United  States  more  immedi¬ 
ately  concerned  in  the  eommerce  by  sea  to 
have  tlieir  interests  taken  into  custody  by 
talkers  of  tliis  sort.  If  the  nature  and  ge¬ 
neral  usages  of  maritime  commerce  had  been 
studied  with  the  attention  due  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  subject,  if  with  a  zeal  about 
rights  on  the  ocean,  there  had  been  more 
knowledge  and  less  noise,  the  real  interests  of 
commerce  might  have  been  consulted  and 
protected.  The  war  by  sea  is  not  necessary, 
unless  as  auxiliary  to  the  extermination  of  In¬ 
dians. 

To  proceed  with  the  subject  of  commercial 
policy.  This  signified  a  policy  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  commerce,  prior  to  the  professions  in 
18U1,  about  the  circle  of  felicities — not  a  po¬ 
licy  against  commerce  according  to  the  vo¬ 
cabulary  of  embargoes  and  continental  prohi¬ 
bitions  of  intercourse.  The  term  shipping 
being  considered  applicable  to  cHNnmercial 
vessels  of  all  descriptions,  the  rights  of  ship¬ 
ping  arc  the  rights  of  property.  An  interest 
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In  shipping  ciay  bo  owned  for  a  voyage,  or  4.  Acrording  to  snch  rcgulalions,  autlicrt- 
daring  a  certain  time,  or  indefinitely.  It  may  tic  documents,  inanifesting  the  American  ti- 
be  charged  for  privileged  debts,  as  in  case  of  tie,  are  granted  to  accompany  the  vessels  in 
nrages.  It  may  be  specially  qiraliiied  or  con-  their  voyages. 

conditional,  as  in  case  of  bottomry  or  hypo-  For  giving  uniform  effect  to  these  priiici- 
fhecation.  Or  the  ownership  may  be  abso-  pies,  various  provisions  are  enacted ;  and  they 
lute  and  indefeasible,  and  the  interest  may  be  are  valuable  as  they  guard  against  foreign 
bolden  in  sevcraltj'  or  in  common.  In  these  abuses  and  frauds  which  would  be  prejudicial 
fespects,  the  interest  in  shipping,  like  other  to  American  shipowners, 
property  in  things  personal,  may  be  compar-  Each  vessel  is  measured  and  described  so 
ed  with  landed  or  real  estate.  But  it  differs  as  to  be  identified.  A  public  officer  or  agent 
from  real  estate  in  one  ebararteristie,  which  makes  and  certifies  the  admeasurement  and 
Is  inherent  and  of  primary  importance  in  the  description,  the  tnith  of  which  is  agreed  in 
estimate  of  questions  concerning  maritime  writing  on  the  part  of  the  citizen  or  citizens 
commerce.  The  interest  in  shipping,  like  the  owning  the  vessel  :  And  the  ownership  is 
intorest  in  merchandize,  is  moveable  proper-  proved  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.— 
fy.  It  is  not  territory.  The  requisite  (larticulars  are  entered  in  a 

Whether  such  an  interest  in  shipping  while  proper  book,  kept  by  the  principal  officer  of 
Iraversiug  the  ocean,  savours  of  the  realty,  the  customs,  and  thus  the  American  title  is 
or  has  a  diplomatic  character,  maybe  left  for  registered  or  enrolled.  Certificates  according 
the  lucubration  of  cabinet  (loliticians,  amidst  to  such  entries  respectively,  constituted  tlie 
iheir  studies  of  Coke  ui>on  Littleton,  or  Gro-  documental  evidence  concerning  the  owner- 
tins  and  Bynkershoi'k.  ship  of  vessels,  as  granted  to  acc-ompany  them, 

The  laws  of  shipping  in  the  United  States  when  large  enough  for  service  on  tlie  ocean, 

ore  systematic,  and  have  Amei  icaii  charac-  The  proper  documents  for  the  vessels  arc  to 

inr.  I  be  on  board  before  proceeding  to  sea,  and,  on 

According  to  the  laws  for  regulating  the  returning  to  the  United  States,  are  to  be  et- 
shipping  interest,  the  ownership  is  traced  to  iiibited  to  the  public  officers.  But  if  the  do- 
the  building  of  the  vessel  within  the  United  cumer.t  tor  any  vessel  be  lost  or  destroyed. 

States,  or  to  the  sentence  of  a  court  vesting  satisfactory  proof  to  this  effect  is  to  be  ad- 

the  title  in  case  of  prize  or  forfeiture  under  mitted. 

laws  of  this  country.  Thus  the  American  Familiar  as  all  this  may  be  to  persons  con* 
Ownership  is  traced  to  the  origin  of  the  ves-  versant  in  commercial  business,  the  principles 
sel,  or  to  some  antiientic  act  of  court  tor  giv-  or  details  do  not  appear  to  have  been  undei^ 
mg  an  American  title  ;  and  such  an  act  of  stood  by  some  of  the  politicians  who  have 
«  ourt  is  essential  tor  naturalizing  any  foreign  been  zealous  for  the  extermination  of  Indiaus, 
iHiiit  vessel.  After  being  legally  proved  in  and  noisy  about  maritime  rights, 
cither  case,  the  ownership  is  certified  in  offi-  In  cases  where  the  privileges  of  Americaa 
cial  form.  And  such  certificate  is  attested  ownership  arc  to  be  enjoyed  under  the  laws 
;'.nder  two  official  seals,  and  with  at  least  two  of  the  United  States,  such  documental  evi- 
signatures.  It  is  not  to  be  used  for  any  oilier  deuce  as  we  have  already  set  n,  in  relation  to 
vessel,  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  subject  or  the  ownership  of  vessels,  is  indispensable. 
<  itizen  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state  what-  The  observations  arc  applicable  to  vessels 
ever.  The  general  jiolicy  of  these  laws  illus-  employed  for  trading  with  foreign  countries, 
(rates  the  following  principles.  or  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisherie  :  of  the 

1.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  arc  United  States.  And  document  for  vessels  in 
distinguished  from  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  all  these  employments,  although  differing  in 
every  foreign  •'■imeor  state.  name,  are  issued  on  similar  principles.  The 

J>.  No  foreigners  whatever  are  allowed  to  proper  documents  in  either  case  is  called  a 
have  the  priviltg‘««  to  which  the  citizens  of  certificat*;  of  registry,  or  enrolment :  the  first 
the  United  States  are  entitled  distinctly.  for  a  vessel  in  foreign  trade;  the  last,  for  a 
3.  The  manner  of  ascertaining  the  Ameri-  coasting  or  fishing  vessel.  And  such  arc  the 
•cw  title  is  settled  by  legislative  regulations,  legal  gitards  against  abuses  rcUtive  to  these 
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dbenincnts,  the  certificaU;  of  rbgristry  or  en-  not  witlioutdiiScur^.  At  present,  howcv- 
rolinent,  with  appropriate  marks,  and  with  cr,  as  tlie  war  is  said  to  turn  so  essentially  on 
two  sets  of  seals  and  signatures,  has  such  offi-  the  question  about  mariners,  let  us  attend  to 
eial  authenticity  and  credit,  that  there  is  no  it  as  a  subject  of  business,  coining  home  to  the 
public  controversy  whatever  concerning  the  heart  of  American  commerce,  and  with  a 
American  ownership  of  vessels  so  documented,  view  to  the  benefit  of  sailors  of  the  United 
If,  however,  any  amendatory  provisions  Slates.  Every  friend  of  this  generous  class 
were  to  be  made  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  of  men  is  desired  to  hearken  to  their  cause, 
shipping,  perhaps  the  most  important  consi-  And  here  the  primary  inquiry  concerns  the 
deration  would  be,  to  provide  luore  e&cctual*  American  rights  of  navigation.  This  is  the 
ly  against  the  intermixing  of  foreign  into*  essence  of  the  dispute  as  to  the  war  by  sea : 
pests,  and  masking  them  under  American  In  substance,  it  Ls,  whether  foreigners  shall 
nemes.  have  the  privileges  in  navigation  to  which  the 

Although  some  abuses  in  this  respect  might  seafaring  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
be  corrected,  the  general  policy  of  the  laws  rightfully  entitled  ?  The  interest  of  our  own 
of  shipping  in  tlie  United  States  is  highly  to  seamen  and  the  general  interest  of  the  couiw 
be  approved  for  soundness  of  principles,  for  try  would  be  consulted  by  favouring  the  Ame- 
Americau  character,  and  beiieticial  efiects.  rican  citizens  distinctly,  and  securing  the 
The  wisdom  of  the  laws  was  manifested  in  privileges  of  navigation  to  them,  in  prefer* 
the  increase  and  value  of  the  American  ton-  ence  to  all  foreigners  whatever.  The  actual 
■age,  belbre  trade  was  cot  ofi’  by  the  embargo  policy  of  the  cabinet  is  for  allowing  the  prl* 
in  December,  1807.  vileges  of  American  sailors  to  persons  born 

The  inquiries  proper  to  be  made  in  port  or  out  of  the  United  States  and  never  naturaliz.- 
nt  sea  concerning  the  ownership  of  a  vessel,  cd  in  this  country.  To  allow  such  privileges 
are  answered  and  settled  by  conforming  to  to  tlie  foreigners,  is  of  the  essence  of  the  ca^ 
the  provisions  of  law,  and  all  without  any  binet  policy  in  this  war  by  sea,  and  in  pro* 
public  controversy,  and  of  course  without  any  Jects  which  liave  been  published  about  treat: 
diplomatic  discussion  about  it.  Such  lia^  ing  of  peace. 

been  the  result  of  laws  wisely  framed  for  the  The  very  pretension,  about  which  the  cabU 
benefit  of  the  shipping  interest,  and  for  the  net  keeps  this  country  involved  iu  war,  is  so 
national  benefit.  much  against  tlie  interest  of  our  soafaring  ct> 

All  inquiries  proper  to  be  made  concerning  tizens  and  so  prejudicial  to  regular  commerce 
the  national  character  of  the  officers  and  crew,  aud  national  character,  that,  if  any  power  on 
are  comprehended  iu  the  second  class  of  qiies-  the  globe  were  to  require  the  United  States 
tions  concerning  maritime  commerce.  The.sc,  to  stipulate  for  the  perpetual  allowance  of 
like  inquiries  of  the  first  class,  might  be  set-  such  a  pretension,  the  demand  ought  to  be 
tied  by  means  of  analogous  provisions  of  law.  resisted  decidedly.  Its  general  operation 
But  such  has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  ca-  would  be  to  impair  and  dissipate  the  privilege 
binet  since  the  controversial  pretension  aliout  of  American  citizenship,  with  reference  to 
mariners  was  urged  in  tlie  year  1804,  and  af-  navigation.  It  would  give  countenance  to  a* 
ter  the  rupture  of  the  feverish  peace  of  buse,  aud  facility  to  fraud.  With  reference  to 
Amiens.  In  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Munroe,  the  great  interest  of  navigation,  it  attacks  the 
the  cabinet  deposited  the  germ  of  this  war  by  principle  of  nationality  in  its  essence.  Ana* 
aea.  lyze  the  pretension,  and  its  hostility  to 

If  the  controversy  about  mariners  were  the  privilege  of  .imcrican  citizenship  may  be 
done  away,  as  it  might  be,  by  legislative  re-  seen  in  its  true  character, 
julations  for  the  benefit  of  our  seafaring  citi-  Since  all  except  tJie  first  ten  articles  of  the 
^ens,  a  dispute  could  be  proiluced  about  mer-  treaty  of  1794  were  suffered  to  expire,  with* 
chandise,  at  the  option  of  the  cabinet,  miless  out  agreeing  to  any  proposed  renewal,  the  ge* 
legislative  regulations  were  made  to  prevent  neral  policy  of  the  cabinet  with  reference  to 
any  national  controversy  with  reference  to  navigation  has  been  at  variance  with  the  priiH 
free  goods.  In  the  nature  of  the  thing,  such  ciples  observed  in  the  laws  of  shipping  as  es* 
tpgnlatioos  do  not  aj^Qif  Ijnpossible,  although  tablUhed  in  the  time  of  president  Washing^.. 
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ton.  I'bU  pojiti^u  it  eoistaincd  by  a  mass  of 
evidence. 

Years  may  elapse  before  experience  dis¬ 
closes  the  fnH  ciiaractcr  of  a  deleterious  prepa¬ 
ration.  Yet  the  efficacy  of  the  Italian  poison 
is  fatal. 

The  treaty  of  Amiens  had  given  a  respite. 
Hostilities  were  renewed  in  Europe ;  and  tiie 
instnictions  to  Mr.  Monroe  contained  the  pre¬ 
tension  of  wiiich  the  commerce  of  this  coun¬ 
try  has  been  made  the  victim.  The  general 
operation  has  been  progressive ;  and  at  length 
the  eflbcts  are  witnessrul  in  that  dreadful 
desolation  of  commerce,  by  which  this  war  is 
characterized. 

.4crording  to  tiiat  pretension,  a  general  im¬ 
munity  or  privilege  was  claimed  for  all  the 
persons  employed  to  navigate  a  commercial 
vessel ;  and  that  every  one  of  tliein,  except 
tho  shipmaster,  although  liorn  under  foreign 
jurisdiction,  might  even  without  naturaliza¬ 
tion  in  this  country,  bo  entitled  to  be  favour¬ 
ed  in  navigation  as  if  they  were  Americans. 

In  such  a  claim,  there  is  a  palpable  confu¬ 
sion  of  forrign  with  American  interests ;  as 
no  distinction  is  made  in  favour  of  the  sea- 
laring  citizens  of  the  I’nited  States,  except 
in  relation  to  the  r, Ulster,  or  person  appointed 
to  the  command  before  departure  from  a  port 
of  the  United  States.  From  its  general  0|>e- 
ration.  such  a  pretension  with  the  foreign  in¬ 
termixture  is  essentially  prejudicial  to  the 
commerce  of  this  country.  It  is  against  the 
interest  of  the  seafaring  citizens.  It  infringes 
the  privileges  in  navigation  to  which  they  arc 
entitled  of  right  as  American  sailors. 

If  the  vessels  are  only  commanded  by  Ame¬ 
rican  citizens,  all  the  other  persons  employed 
on  board  may  be  foreigners.  Such  is  the  po¬ 
licy  of  the  cabinet.  It  is  so  far  from  requi¬ 
ring  any  of  them  to  be  natives  of  the  United 
States,  that  it  does  not  require  theni  to  be 
Tiatnraliced. 

The  solitary  exception  relative  to  tlie  com¬ 
mand  of  a  vessel,  on  sailing  from  the  United 
States,  being  understood,  let  us  now  examine 
wherein  tlie  actual  policy  of  the  cabinet,  nitk 
rtference  to  navigation,  is  at  variance  with  the 
principles  observed  in  the  laws  of  shipping, 
hs  established  during  the  admini.stration  of 
President  Washington. 

,  1.  The  princi|*le  of  nationality  distinguishes 
theq^rMiu  belonging  to  a  cation.  It  is  the 


distinction  in  favonr  of  the  citizeu  which  cua< 
stitutes  tlie  privilege  of  citizenship.  But  in  the 
actual  policy  of  the  cabinet,  there  is  not  only  a 
want  of  regard  to,  but  an  utter  abandonment 
of  this  primary  principle.  The  seafaring  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States  arc  not  distinguish¬ 
ed  from  tlie  seafaring  subjects  or  citizens  of 
every  foreign  prince  or  state,  as  the  ship¬ 
owners  arc. 

2.  The  American  citizens  arc  not  favoured 
distinctly  as  eiitilird  to  exclusive  privileges 
in  navigation  :  but  the  foreigners  are  allowed 
to  iiarticipate  in  sucli  privileges.  Subjects  or 
citizens  of  a  foreign  prince  or  state  are  allow¬ 
ed  to  sliare  tlie  navigation  directly,  to  be  in¬ 
terested  in  the  profits,  and  to  enjoy  tlie  bene¬ 
fits,  as  if  tlioy  Iiad  American  characters.—' 
Thus  tlic  Ecroiid  principle  is  disregarded. 

3.  A  disregard  of  the  third  principle  is  re- 
mai  Led  as  notorious.  The  manner  of  ascer¬ 
taining  tlic  Amcriran  title  to  citizensliip,  in 
cases  of  mat  iiicrs,  is  nut  settled  by  legislative 
regulations. 

'I'lie  legal  eonscquencos  may  be  G.Tplained 
by  law  officers.  Facts  are  known.  Persons 
born  under  torcign  jurisdictions,  and  coming 
to  the  Uiiitc^d  States,  witliin  a  few  moutlis  or 
weeks  alter  coming  into  tlie  country,  could 
appear  as  sailors,  and  swear  themselves  to  be 
natives  of  the  United  States,  wliilc  otiieri 
could  make  affidavits  to  confirm  the  false- 
liooils,  as  if  they  were  true.  Yet  the  false 
swearers  not  only  escape  witliout  public  pii- 
nisliment,  but  lifve  been  tolerated  in  pnetend- 
ing  to  liavc  title  to  American  rights,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  such  falsehoods.  Is  tlierc  any  inemr 
ber  of  tile  cabinet,  who  was  in  place  before 
the  declaration  of  war,  that  will  dare  to  deny 
this  ? 

In  addition  to  the  enormities  so  indulged 
under  the  actual  policy  of  the  cabinet,  tlierc 
are  false  assumptions  of  names,  with  various 
abuses  relative  to  papers  certified  by  collec¬ 
tors  in  ports  of  tlie  United  States,  and  de¬ 
livered  from  tile  offices  as  if  for  the  protection 
of  American  seamen,  at  the  rate  of  twenty- 
five  cents  for  each  paper  so  delivered.  Such 
papers  can  be  passed  from  the  original  liold- 
ers  into  other  hands  for  tiie  convenience  of  fo¬ 
reigners,  and  all  to  the  prejudice  of  the  mari-j 
ners  of  the  United  States.  How  many  such 
jiapers  have  been  sold  or  bartered  for  the  use 
of  foreigners,  witb'iQ  any  one  year,  the  publio 
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icA  not  !ufi>cote<)  by  oCoial  repoffx.  The  (ow  of  the  vessel.  For  without  tlio  navigatorSf 
{trices  have  been  indicative  of  the  ({iiantity  how  is  a  voyage  to  be  performed '? 
at  market.  By  such  means,  the  birth  right  Two  interests,  therefore,  are  essentially 
of  American  sailors  has  been  treated  as  an  af*  concerned  and  to  be  regarded-^he  interest 
ftir  of  traffic,  which  might  be  sold  and  Itonglit  of  the  owners,  and  the  interest  of  the  actual 
In  any  port  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  navigators  for  the  voyage.  The  iharactert 
and  desetters  from  foreign  service  could  be  of  both  serve  to  constitute  the  general  ch«- 
i'uriiished  with  papers,  called  American  pro-  racter  of  the  vessel. 

'tections,  having  the  actual  signatures,  and  un-  For  performing  a  voyage  over  the  ocean,  pro- 

tier  the  seals  of  collectors  hohling  commissions  perty  and  persons  are  necessarily  employed 
ttom  the  executive  admiiiistr.'ition  of  the  Uni-  tiigether.  But,  in  this  case,  the  moveable 
ted  States.  Is  there  any  member  of  the  cabi-  materials,  such  as  hull,  spars,  rigging,  sails, 
net,  who  was  in  place  before  the  declaration  have  no  inherent  nationality  of  character.  It 
of  war,  that  will  dare  to  deny  this?  is  the  character  of  the  owners  which  is  re- 

4.  The  use  of  the  three  first  principles,  garded  as  to  the  property^  And  it  is  the  cha- 
tf  ith  regard  to  the  shipping  interest,  has  been  racter  of  the  officers  and  crew  which  is  to  be 
found  in  applying  them,  for  the  benefit  of  regarded  as  to  the  persons. 

American  ship  owners,  by  means  of  docu-  In  this  view,  therefore,  the  character  of  a 
nients,  according  to  tlie  fourth  principle:  vessel,  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  is  constituted 
Tlicy  have  been  practically  applied  by  grant-  by  the  characters  of  the  (lersons  essentially 
ing  authentic  documents  in  manifestation  of  interested.  Where  the  rights  of  navigation 
the  American  title  to  accompany  the  vessels,  are  concerned,  the  general  character  of  the 
bud  not  suffering  such  documents  to  be  used  navigators  is  to  be  considered  as  a  polar  prin- 
for  covering  any  foreign  interest.  As  all  the  ciple.  It  is  essential  to  be  regarded  in  voy- 
llirce  principles  are  seen  to  be  disregarded  in  ages  across  the  ocean.  W'ithout  attending  to 
the  actual  policy  of  the  cabinet,  there  is  a  a  consideration  of  such  primary  importance, 
consequent  disregard  of  the  fourth  principle,  aud  with  un  regular  designation  of  course  op 
as  to  application  for  the  benefit  of  American  object,  if  those  who  manage  the  vessel  of 
lailon.  state  commit  the  interests  of  a  great  people 

If  practical  results  deserve  attention  in  the  to  the  hazard  of  events  in  a  dubious  season,  a 
txmduct  of  public  affairs,  sneh  a  policy  is  not  steady  procedure  ought  not  to  be  expected, 
found  productive  of  benefits  to  compensate  The  voice  of  the  storm  arrived  on  the  breeze 
the  evils  with  reference  to  navigation.  The  of  the  ocean.  Empires  were  mooting  in  con- 
continuance  of  so  many  abuses  in  relation  to  flict.  Was  such  the  season  for  trying  the  ex- 
this  interest  operate  to  diminish  the  value  of  periment  of  vague  opinions,  clouded  by  preju- 
citizenship,  and  in  effect  to  dissipate  the  privi-  dice,  or  driven  by  passion,  deficient  in  com- 
lege.  According  to  the  general  pretension  mon  defence,  yet  adventuring  on  a  cruise? 
of  the  cabinet,  if  allowed  to  prevail,  Ameri-  Adrift  at  sea,  without  compass  or  chart,  ex- 
can  marines  are  to  be  confounded  with  the  posed  to  the  bufltAings  ol  the  tem()est,  it  tlui 
good  or  the  indifferent  and  bad,  from  other  interests  embarked  under  such  managumcn^ 
parts  of  the  world,  adventurers,  rovers,  fngi-  are  not  shipwrecked,  it  will  bo  because  we 
tives,  deserters  from  foreign  countries  or  ser-  have  inon*  good  fortune  than  good  manage- 
vices,  Swedish,  Russian,  Danish,  German,  ment. 

Dutch,  French,  Spanish  or  Portuguese  sailors.  To  suppose  that  the  navigation  over  thq 
Creoles,  Asiatics,  Italians,  modem  Greeks,  ocean  has  a  general  character  ot  nationality,,  , 
Turks,  Barbarians,  with  others  born  out  of  the  or  neutrality,  without  any  navigators  of  such. 
United  States  and  having  African  or  Indian  character,  is  an  hypothesis  as  unfounded  ia 
Shades  of  difference,  any  of  them  may  be  em-  tlie  nature  of  maritime  commerce,  as  it  is  utt  . 
ployed  in  navigation  to  the  exclusion  of  sailors  warranted  by  general  nsage. 
of  the  United  States.  The  policy  in  France  has  required  Fremfo. , 

In  estimating  the  interests  concerned  in  navigators,  for  giving  French  character  to 
.practical  navigation,  tlie  officers  and  crew  de-  private  vessels.  Mariners  ol  the  country 
«?rve  cootWgfation;  tpy.tlicr  pith  the  darners  nqght  to  h?  emplw^dv  so  as  to  give  a  general 
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c  haracter  to  tiic  navigation.  Whatever  ques¬ 
tion  might  have  existed  on  the  subject  before 
1710,  the  instiiictions  given  by  Louis  the  Four¬ 
teenth,  ill  the  letter  to  the  roiint  ofToulouse, 
were  decisive.  No  vessel  shall  be  reputed 
French,  if  the  ship’s  company  is  not  composed 
of  Frenchmen,  at  least  two  thirds.  This  was 
not  a  temporary  order ;  but  was  declaratory 
of  a  general  rule  to  be  observed  in  peace  and 
war.  Such  was  the  law  of  France  when  the 
French  and  British  plenipotentiaries  signed 
the  treaty  at  Utrecht  ia  1713.  For  giving 
the  privileges  of  the  English  character  to  a 
vessel  in  trade,  the  law  of  England  had  requi¬ 
red  the  master  and  tiirce  fourths  of  the  mari¬ 
ners  at  least  to  be  of  that  country.  Eighty 
years  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  a  report  was 
presented  to  the  French  convention  in  the 
name  of  the  committee  of  public  safety,  with 
two  projects  of  decrees,  which  were  passed. 
They  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  transmitted 
to  the  departments  and  to  the  armies,  and 
translated  into  ail  languages.  The  report  in¬ 
troduces  the  subject  in  these  terms :  “  It  was 
on  the  21st  September,  1792,  that  the  conven¬ 
tion  proclaimed  the  liberty  of  France,  or  ra¬ 
ther  of  Europe.  It  is  on  the  same  day,  the 
21st  September,  1793,  the  convention  should 
proclaim  the  liberty  of  commerce,  or  rather 
tlie  liberty  of  the  seas.”  On  casting  an  eye 
over  the  first  of  these  decrees,  so  formally  cir¬ 
culated,  for  proclaiming  the  liberty  of  eoin- 
nerce,  the  second  article  is  observable  for 
clearness  and  force  of  expression — “JVo  vessel 
shall  be  reputed  French,  or  have  a,  right  to  the 
privileges  qf  a  French  vessel — if  the  officers 
and  three  fourtlis  of  the  crew  are  not  h'rcnch- 
men.”  So  thoroughly  has  this  principle  of 
navigation  been  incorporated  into  the  policy 
of  France.  And  the  French  mariners  could 
geadily  be  known  from  the  British,  at  the 
time  when  the  plenipotentiaries  agreed  to  tlie 
treaty  of  Utrecht. 

If  it  be  asked  by  what  means  the  country 
of  sailors  can  be  ascertained  at  sea  in  cases 
where  the  sailors  of  dificrent  countries  have 
the  same  language  with  the  same  features, 
and  resemble  csxh  otlicr  in  appearance  and 
tnauners,  the  inquiry  supposes  the  difficulty 
of  determining  the  country  of  a  person  except 
by  his  language,  manners  and  appearance. — 
Attention  is  due  to  an  inquiry  so  interesting 
to  this  ceoBtey ;  more  especially  as  the  diffi¬ 


culty  does  not  appear  insuperable.  Hie  ooob- 
try  and  the  title  of  ship  owners  can  be  ascer¬ 
tained  at  sea,  by  means  of  documents  which 
accompany  the  vessels  and  speak  the  truth. 

Ill  relation  to  the  owners  and  navigators  ot 
vessels  sailing  from  the  United  States,  if  tlie 
cabinet  politicians  had  been  solicitous  for  the 
security  of  American  rights  at  sea,  and  if 
their  faculties  could  project  no  measure  of 
real  utility  for  tliis  puri>ose,  if  they  could  ima¬ 
gine  nothing  better  than  prohibitions  of  com¬ 
merce  followed  by  war,  perhaps,  if  the  idea 
had  occurred,  some  valuable  information  might 
have  bceu  received  from  persons  interested 
in  maritime  business,  and  skilled  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  such  affairs.  Have  they  consulted  the 
Hanseatic  regulations  of  commerce  ?  Or  have 
they  attended  to  the  nature  of  the  documents 
meutioued  by  Hubner,  in  his  treatise  about 
neutral  vessels  ? 


FROM  THF  BOSTON  DAILY  ADVERTI.SER. 

Proceedings  >jf  the  Spanish  Cortes,  relative  t» 
the  return  qf'  King  Ferdinand  VII. 

After  receiving  intelligence  of  the  ibrming 
of  the  treaty  between  Ferdinand  VH.  and 
Bonaparte,  the  Cortes  in  secret  session,  on 
the  second  of  February  last,  passed  the  de- 
creee  which  was  published  in  the  Daily  Ad¬ 
vertiser  of  April  a.  Ill  the  preamble  they 
state,  that  the  decree  is  passed  to  give  the 
enemy  a  public  and  solemn  testimony  of  their 
unalterable  perseverance,  and  the  same  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  allies  of  fidelity  to  the  cause,  and 
to  the  Spanish  nation  of  their  conlidenee  ia 
them.  After  referring  to  the  decree  of  Jan. 
11,  1811,  which  they  order  to  be  republished, 
tliey  decree  that  ”  the  king  shall  not  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  free,  and  consequently  no  obe¬ 
dience  shall  be  paid  to  him,  until  he  shall 
have  taken  the  oath  prescribed  to  him  in  the 
163d  article  of  the  constitution,  in  the  bosom 
of  the  national  congress.”  This  oath  binds 
the  monarch  to  an  observance  of  the  new  con¬ 
stitution,  which  imposes  very  wholesome  limi¬ 
tations  to  his  power. 

The  decree  of  Jan.  1811,  h;}s  been  publisli- 
ed  in  the  Philadelphia  Political  Register,  aniT 
republished  in  many  of  the  papers,  but  erro¬ 
neously  dated  Jan.  11,  1814.  The  decree  U 
as  follows. 

{Translatedfor  the  Register.] 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORTES. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  being 
read,  Mr.  Perez  de  Castro  rose  and  reporteiL 
tliat  he  had  prepared  the  draft  of  a  decree,  in 
conformity  with  the  orders  of  the  Cortes  on 
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the  preceding  day,  and  was  ready  to  submit  Seignior  Sanches  made  an  entogium  upon 
the  same  to  the  house,  which  is  as  Ibilows  :  the  noble  decree,  and  suggested  to  the  Con* 
The  general  and  extraordinary  Cortes,  in  gross  that  it  was  necessary  to  take  this  step* 
conformity  with  their  decree  of  the  :^‘tth  of  to  make  a  mcni/cs/o  to  the  nation  and  to  £a- 
Scpteinber  last,  in  which  tliey  declared  null  rope,  that  they  might  see  the  justice  and  po* 
and  void  tlie  renunciations  made  in  nayomie  licy  of  this  dettrec ;  because  there  were  not 
by  Ferdinand  Vllth  legitimate  king  of  Spain  wanting  malicious  men  who  describe  tho 
and  the  Indies,  not  only  l)ecanse  he  hail  not  Spaniards  as  democrats,  and  their  represen- 
bis  liberty,  but  likewise  for  want  of  that  es-  tatives  as  demagogues.  Then  Enro|>o  will 
cential  and  indispensable  circumstance,  the  know  that  we  seek  a  king  not  humbled,  d&» 
consent  of  tlie  people,  declare  they  will  not  gnulcd,  and  absolute,  but  a  king  worthy  o^ 
tttknnii  ledge,  on  the  contrary,  they  will  and  do  the  heroic  Spanish  nation ;  a  constisvdional 
consider  null  and  of  no  value  or  ejfcct,  every  act,  king,  [.dppluuse.] 

treaty,  agreement  or  transaction,  which  may  Seignior  the  Vice  President  interrupted 
have  been  or  will  he  consented  to  by  the  king,  so  him  by  saying,  that  his  wishes  had  been  anti¬ 
long  as  he  remains  in  the  state  <f  oppression  cipated  by  various  propositions  made  concern- 
attd  want  of  liberty  in  which  he  now  is,  wheth-  ing  this  object. 

er  his  consent  be  given  in  tlie  country  of  the  Seignior  Sanches  presented  a  remlution. 
enemy  or  in  Spain ;  tiir  while  his  royal  person  Seignior  Kamos  Garcia  was  likewise  of 
is  surrounded  by  the  arms  or  under  the  inllu-  opinion,  that  the  documents  on  which  the  de- 
ence.  direct  or  indirect,  of  the  usurper  of  his  cree  was  tounded  should  be  published.  lAp~ 
crown,  the  nation  will  not  consider  him  free,  plavse.] 

nor  will  they  pay  him  olwdience,  until  they  The  scheme  of  Seignior  Sanches,  declared 
lee  him  amongst  his  faithful  subjects,  in  the  in  his  resolution,  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
bosom  of  his  national  congress,  which  now  ex-  tee  which  had  reported  the  decree, 
ists,  or  in  future  may  exist,  or  of  the  govern-  Seignor  Reyna.— When  Ferdinand  VITi. 
Jnent  formed  by  the  Cortes.  was  Iwrn  he  was  born  with  the  right  of  abso 

They  likewise  declare,  that  all  opposition  lute  sovereignty.”  [.Murmur  of  indignation 
to  this  decree  will  be  considered  as  an  act  hos-  among  the  people.}  “  A  deputy  like  me,  is  a 
tile  to  the  country,  and  that  the  person  who  representative  of  the  nation  and  of  the  king, 
so  offends  will  be  held  responsible  to  all  the  and  cannot  be  interrupted.  I  repeat,  F'erdfr 
rigour  of  the  laws;  and  finally,  the  Cortes  dc-  nand  Vll.  cannot  be  an  absolute  king.” 
dare,  that  the  generous  nation  whom  they  re-  Seignwr  Vargas — “  It  cannot  be  allowed  tp 
present,  will  not  for  a  moment  lay  down  their  violate  the  constitution.  It  is  an  insult  to 
arms,  or  listen  to  any  proposition  for  an  ac-  F>rdinanil  Vll.  to  call  him  an  absolute  king.’* 
comihodation  of  whatever  nature  it  maybe,  Sr.igniorCepero — “  Seignior  Vice  Presidentif 

if  it  is  not  preceded  by  the  entire  evacuation  has  .Seignior  Ucyna  spoken  constitutional  lan- 
of  the  Spanish  territory  by  the  armies  which  gnage  ?” 

have  so  inqnitiously  invaded  it ;  since  the  Coi--  Seignior  Reyna — “  Ferdinand  VII.  beimf 
tes,  sup^rted  by  the  whole  nation,  are  deter-  in  the  exercise  of  the  sovereignty,  which  hia 
mineil  vigorously  to  carry  on  the  war  until  ancestors  transmitted  to  him,  it  is  iudispeasat- 
they  have  fully  secured  the  holy  religion  of  bh*  that  he  continue  to  exercise  absolutes 
their  ancestors,  the  liberty  of  their  belove<l  sovereignty  from  the  moment  that  he  passew 
monarch,  and  the  absolute  independence  and  the  line.”  [The  people  bursting  the  hounds 
integrity  of  the  monarchy.  their  patience  and  moderation,  began  to  cry  out. 

The  Council  and  Regency  of  the  Kingdom  “md  with  him,"  “oiUwith  him,"  andcnntinu-\ 
shall  attend  to  the  fiillilment  thereof,  and  shall  rd  indignantly  e  rcUiiming  “  out  with  him,"  for 
cause  the  same  to  be  printed  and  published  about  half  an  hour.  Even  the  deputies  them- 
and  circulated.  selves  were  effended  ami  irritated  by  the  words 

Given  in  the  royal  Island  of  Leon.  of  Sr,  Reyna.} 

1st  January,  1311.  Sr.  Teran  cried  out  “  let  tlie  expressions  of 

To  the  Council  >if  Regency.  Sr.  Reyna  be  written  down,  [tke  tumult  sub- 

With  a  view  of  correcting  some  misappre-  sided]  “  1  am  resplved  to  die  for  the  country 
tensions  which  have  prevailed  of  the  present  and  the  constitution,  and  in  the  performance 
political  state  of  Spain,  particularly  relative  of  ray  duty.” 

.  to  the  state  of  parties  in  the  Cortes,  we  have  Sr  Echavaria. — “  Let  him  be  conducted  to 
liven  place  to  the  foregoing  recapitulation  and  the  tribunal  of  the  Cortes  with  a  suitable 
•ecrec,  and  the  following  journal  of  the  pro-  guard.” 

CGfidingsof  the  Cortes.  Sr  “Ijct  his  trial  at  the  tribiiua! 

[Trauslated  from  Spanish  papers  by  the  Editor  of  the  ^^^cs  imme^atel^ommence  ” 

-e  ♦i.„  rv,iivAHv,.rtUpr  1  Presutent.—Sc.  Reyna,  you  must  snb- 

ol  the  Boston  ^ly  Advertiser.]  constitution.  Either  give  satisfac- 

LOR 1  ES.  ||,g  congress — [The  people  erg  out  with 

Session  <f  theMcf  February,  1814.  indigtMlion.  *•  out  with  him"  "out  with  him.”] 
The  Decree  of  the  Cortes,  passed  in  the  Sr.  Tenreig^i'  Preserve  order  and  re;ju- 
lecret  session  of  yesterday,  was  read.  larity.” 


ym 
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Sr.ytguUo.—"  It  woalil  1)C  unworthy  of  a  The  heart  trembles  with  horror  at  the  pr>i- 
Spaniard  to  keep  order  in  a  case  so  scandalous  niinciation  of  this  language.  Such  coose- 
as  this,  when  the  heart  is  agitated  witli  such  queiu'cs  follow  from  the  infamous  expressioni 
patriotic  seutiinents."  of  Sr.  Ucyna.  By  them  he  has  broken  the 

Tile  93d  article  for  the  internal  regulation  article  of  the  constitution  which  proclaims 
of  the  Lortes  was  rc.nl.  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  By  them  he 

Sr  Tucon.— “  This  article  cannot  apply  has  attempted  to  deprive  tire  nation  of  the 
here,  this  is  a  particujar  case.  Let  him  go-  natural  right  of  electing  their  representatives, 
out  ot  the  hall  and  altenvards  let  the  Cortes  By  them  he  has  deprived  your  lordships  of 
vote.”  The  Vice  President  ordered  him  to  go  your  rights.  By  them  he  has  proved  himself 
out  of  the  cougrc.ss.  br.  Teiireio  o]iposcd  it.  perjured,  and  tliat  lie  regards  with  contempt 
Many  deputies  cried  out  at  once,  Sr.  Vice  the  obligations  of  a  deputy,  to  which  he  is 
President,  make  yourself  obeyed.  Sr.  Reyna  bound  by  the  oath  that  he  has  taken  upon  the 
was  in  effect  expelled  from  the  congress.  liolv  evangelists.  This  d>;ed  ought  to  open 

Sr.  Sepero.—y  There  are  crimes  lor  which  the’  eyes  of  this  congress  and  of  the  Spanish 
no  punisi/ment  is  enacted,  because  the  Icgisla-  people.  Perhaps  Sr.  Revna  has  been  excited 
tor  could  not  believe  that  they  would  ever  be  to  speak  thus  by  some  perverse  persoiis,  who 
committed.  Such  is  tho  offence  of  Sr.  Reyna,  know  much  better  how  to  escape  danger.” 
Who  would  believe  that  a  man  selected  by  his  He  ended  bv  saying,  that  this  is  a  crime  which 
fellow  cUinens  to  watch  over  tlieir  interests  prostrates  tire  conditution  to  the  earth,  and 
and  to  defend  their  rights  would  have  con-  that  a  trial  ought  to  be  instituted, 
verted  liimself  into  a  tyrant,  and  an  execu-  Sr.  Kekavarria.  lict  the  jrapers  be  col- 
tiouer  to  his  fellow  eitizens  ?  [app/ausc]  When  lected  which  arc  in  the  power  of  Sr.  Reyna, 
tlic  nation  has  said,  “  /  Jight  for  my  king"  is  They  may  lead  to  many  interesting  discove- 
the  same  that  has  said  “  I  fight  for  my  rdi~  ries. 

gionjbr  my  Intvs,  for  my  rights,  for  my  liberly,  Sr.  Calhan.  Let  not  Sr.  Reyna  enter  the 

for  my  irulependence.’’  This  is  the  general  de-  congress  until  he  has  given  satisfaction,  fa 
sire  which  the  Spanish  soldiers  have  implanted  munaur  of  disupprobatinn]  and  until  he  is 
in  their  breasts,  and  to  say  that  Kerdinaiid  is  conducted  by  a  guard,  bv  reason  of  the  vio- 
an  absolute  king  or  despot  is  horrible.  I  idol-  |ence  which  the  people  inay  commit, 
ize  him  because  his  sufferings  and  iniMieence  On  a  subsequent  day  when  the  question  was 
have  marie  him  wortliy  of  the  Spanish  pco-  put  whether  Sr.  Reyna  should  be  brought  to 
pie.  Yet  I  idolize  him  as  the  naiion  idolizes  trial  for  bis  odence,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
liiin,  as  he  is  subject  to  tire  laws ;  not  as  a  des-  (irmativc  123  to  17. 
pot  as  bis  fathers  have  been.  Wliat  would 

Have  become  of  him  and  liis  tiirone,  if  it  hail  i-j - -  — = 

not  been  for  tire  blood,  the  precious  blood, 

which  has  been  shed  in  torrents  by  the  mag-  WtiWIOUndlanCl  Jp  Ifinery. 

naniinous  Spanish  nation?  Would  it  be  rca-  — 

sonalrle,  that  this  blood  of  heroes,  with  which  To  Sir  Richard  Goodwin  Keatft,  K.  B. 

tho  soil  ot  the  whole  pcniusula  has  been  steep-  Governor  and  Comtnamlcr  in  in  and 

ed.  should  be  shod,  that  the  people  might  re-  j^tw/oundland,  &c. 

vert  to  the  slavery  of  the  age  of  Charles  IV .  j  j 

and  his  infamous  favourite?  [applause]  This  THE  BIEMORIAL 


tho  soil  ot  the  w.iole  pcniusula  has  been  steep-  Governor  and  Conitnandcr  in  Chitf  in  and  ' 

ed.  should  be  shod,  that  the  people  might  re-  j^tw/oundland,  &c. 

vert  to  the  slavery  of  the  age  of  Charles  IV .  j  j 

and  his  infamous  favourite?  [applause]  This  THE  BIEMORIAL 

is  the  decree,  which  twelve  deputies  (and  I  Qf  merchants  and  principal  resident 

well  know  who  they  are)  have  disapproved.  inhabitants  interesterl  in  the  Irarle  and 
It  requires  that  Ferdinand  should  swear  to  inbabitants  interesieu  in  Uie  tratie  ami 

the  constitution.  Could  any  thing  be  mure  fisheries  of  Newfoundland,  assembled 
just  ?  at  the  Merchant’s  Hall,  in  Bt.  John  s, 

They  who  desire  that  Ferdinand  should  27th  October,  1313, 
come  as  mi  absolute  king  or  despot,  do  not  de-  Humbi.y  Sheweth— That  the  mer- 


sire  that  Ferdinand  sl^.hl  come  but  Uiat  a  ,  ,  ^ 

tyrant  should  come.  They  who  deny  to  the  ,  ,  •  ,  •  ,  l 

people  the  sovereignty  whfoh  God  has  given  his  majesty  s  subjects  in  thw  island  have, 
them,  scandalously  authorize  the  intrigues  of  at  all  times  niunifested  their  loyalty  to 
Bayonne,  and  the  compulsory  abdication  in  their  king,  ami  have  never  failed  to  ex- 
favour  of  the  monster  of  Corsica,  wliom  bell  (iress  their  indignation  at  the  treacherous 
ahliors.  In  fact,  if  the  king  is  an'alisolutc  so-  conduct  of  the  enemies  of  their  country; 
vereign,  who  can  make  sale  of  the  Spaniards  conneiving  that  our  existence,  as  a 
as  ot  a  flock  of  shee^  which  m^y  be  shorn,  independent  nation,  must  chief- 

flared  and  slaughtered,  at  Uie  arbitrary  ca-  T 

price  of  their  inaster,  if  tlie  king  is  absolute  'Y  <>«  our  preserving  the  sove- 

iordoftlie  lives  and  property  of  the  Spaniards,  '•‘■*g'‘ty  of  the  seas,  the  |)olicy  of  excluding 
who  can  doubt  tliat  the  aMication  of  Bay-  France  and  America  from  the  advantages 
onne  was  legitimate,  ami  that  Charles  IV.  those  nations  have  hei-etofore  enjoyed,  in 
might  cede  his  rights  to  Napoleon?  limes  of  |>euce,  io  tills  fishery,  must  be  evi- 
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dent  Id  ever}’  man  of  obse^^’ation  engaged 
in  this  branch  of  commerce. 

^  By  former  treaties  with  France  and  the 
United  Htates  of  America,  these  powers 
were  allowed  certain  privileges  on  those 
sliores,  bunks,  coast  of  Labrador,  and  in 
the  Uulph  of  St.  L:iwr«nce,intheopinion 
of  your  excellency’s  memorialists  highly 
impolitic,  and  which  the  wi9<lom  of  the 
British  governm«‘nt  never  would  concede, 
except  under  very  peculiar  circumstances. 

By  this  concession  to  France  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  a  great  national  benefit  was  lost, 
anil  a  door  opened  to  illicit  commerce,  to 
the  injury  of  the  revenue,  as  well  ns  to  his 
majesty’s  subjects  engaged  in  the  trade  of 
Newfoundland,  and  the  British  American 
colonies.  A  facility  was  thereby  afforded 
of  introducing  into  Newfoundland  amt 
those  colonies,  teas  and  other  articles  of 
contraband,  and  temptations  held  out  to 
our  fishermen,  to  emigrate  to  tlie  United 
States,  and  the  superior  number  of  their 
citizens  who  annually  resorted  to  the 
shores  of  Labrador,  enabled  them  to  con¬ 
trol  and  overawe  our  people  on  tha,t  coast, 
except,  indeed,  when  a  ship  of  war  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  within  the  reach  of  complaint. 
Fifteen  hundred  American  vessels  have 
been  known  to  he  prosecuting  the  fishery 
at  one  time,  on  the  Labrador  coast,  bring¬ 
ing  with  them  coffee,  teas,  spirits  and  oth¬ 
er  articles  of  contraband.  In  their  pas¬ 
sage  Uiither  from  their  own  country,  they 
generally  stop  in  the  Gut  of  Canso,  where 
the  narrowness  of  the  navigation  affimis 
great  facility  to  smuggling. 

The  intercourse  of  our  fisiiermen  with 
their  secret  enemies  of  Britain,  has  an 
effect  not  less  fatal  to  their  moral  charac¬ 
ter  than  to  our  fishery.  I’he  small  planters 
and  catchers  of  fish^  which  make  the  groat 
body  of  tlie  peo|)le \n  the  coast  of  Labra¬ 
dor,  under  the  influence  of  notions  imbibed 
by  their  daily  intercourse  with  men  whose 
interests  are  at  war  with  ours,  become 
dissatisfied  with  their  supplying  merchants 
who  are  unable  to  meet  their  foreign  com¬ 
petitors  on  equal  ground.  The  next  step, 
as  experience  shows,  is  the  neglect  of  the 
•nly  means  in  their  power  to  discharge 
their  debts,  dbobedfence  and  insuliordi- 
nation  follow,  and  finally  their  minds  be¬ 
come  alienated  from  their  own  govern¬ 
ment,  and  they  emigrate  to  another,  to  the 
great  loss  of  their  country. 

In  times  of  peace,  besides,  the  citizens 
of  the  Vifitwi  Stqtf?  report,  in  weat  num¬ 


bers  ,  to  the  banks,  where  they  anchor  i» 
vioation  of  express  stipulations,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  this  valuable  branchof 
tlie  NewfbiHidlaiid  trade.  Nor  is  it  possible 
that  the  strictest  vigilance  is  often  able 
to  deteet  tliem  in  the  breach  of  such  sti¬ 
pulations. 

The  evils  gro'wing  out  of  im{H>]itic  con¬ 
cessions  to  insidious  friends  are  more  ex¬ 
tensive  than  your  Excellency's  memori¬ 
alists  have  yet  stated,  they  accompany 
our  commerce  into  the  markets  of  Euro|)e 
and  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  United  States,  men,  provisinne, 
and  every  other  article  of  outfit  are  procu¬ 
red  upon  much  better  terms  than  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things  will  admit  with  the  British. 
These  combined  advantages  enabled  them 
to  undersell  the  British  merchant  in  the 
foreign  market.  Hence,  heavy  lossee 
have  often  by  him  been  sustained,  and 
must  always  be  sustained  under  similar 
circumstances. 

In  proof  of  the  great  national  advanta¬ 
ges  heretofore  reapeil  by  America  from 
the  fishery,  your  Excellency's  memorial¬ 
ists  need  only  quote  the  language  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  in  June  last,  on  a  remon¬ 
strance  to  their  government — “  Keep  your 
land,  but  ffive  us  a  fishery” 

The  French,  in  time  of  tranquility, 
prosecuting  tlie  fisheries  at  St  Pierre’s 
and  Migelon,  it  is  well  known,  carried 
on  an  extensive  and  illicit  commerce 
with  the  Britisi),  residing  on  the  coast 
contiguous  to  those  islands,  although  they 
pretemled  that  such  intercourse  was  con¬ 
trary  to  a  known  law  of  their  own  coun¬ 
try.  Similar  illicit  traffic  was  at  the 
same  time  carried  on  by  the  subjects  of' 
that  nation  with  the  English  on  the  coast 
ceded  to  the  former  on  the  north  part  of 
this  island.  The  entire  range,  between 
Cape  Jolin  northward  to  Cape  Rea,  was 
yielded  to  France,  ami  the  Biilish  were 
prohibited  by  the  French  from  ever  fish¬ 
ing  between  those  two  Capes.  Y'our 
memorialir-U  have  learned  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  France  actually  emiiloyeil 
upon  this  north  sliore  (with  St.  Pierre’s 
and  Migelon)  twenty  tluHisand  men.  Ex¬ 
cellent  harbours,  hardly  five  miles  asun¬ 
der,  skill  the  coasts  from  Gape  John,  to 
the  Straits  of  Belleisle,  affording  security 
to  ships  and  vessels  in  the  worst  weather . 
and  the  great  resort  of  the  codfish  to  the’ 
very  mouths  of  these  harlmurs,  beyond 
what  i«  groerally  Iniown  npcm  fbe  otl^j 
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Sr.  ytguUo. — "  It  ivodlil  be  unworthy  of  a  The  lieart  tremblea  with  horror  at  the  pft- 
Spaniard  to  heepwder  ill  a  case  so  scandalous  niinciation  of  this  language.  Such  coose- 
as  this,  when  the  heart  is  agitated  witli  such  qiienees  follow  from  the  infamous  ezpressioni 
p^itriotic  sentiments.”  of  Sr.  llcyna.  By  them  he  has  broken  the 

The  93d  article  for  the  internal  regulation  article  of  the  constitution  which  proclaims 
of  the  Cortes  was  read.  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  By  them  he 

Sr  Taom.—"  I’hLs  article  cannot  apply  has  attempted  to  deprive  tire  nation  of  the 
here,  this  is  a  particular  case.  Iret  him  go-  natural  right  of  electing  their  representatives, 
out  ot  the  hall  and  aitenvards  let  the  Cortes  By  them  he  has  deprived  your  lordships  of 
vote.”  The  Vice  President  orilcrcd  him  to  go  your  rights.  Bv  them  he  has  proved  himself 
out  of  the  congress.  Sr.  Tcnreio  opposed  it.  perjured,  and  tl'iat  he  regards  with  contempt 
Many  deputies  cried  out  at  once,  Sr.  Vice  the  obligations  of  a  deputy,  to  which  he  is 
President,  make  yourself  obeyed.  Sr.  Reyna  bound  by  the  oath  that  he  has  taken  upon  the 
was  in  eflect  expelled  from  the  congress.  holv  evangelists.  This  dtred  ought  to  open 
Sr.  Sepero.—"  There  arc  crimes  for  which  the’ eves  of  this  congress  and  of  the  Spanish 
no  punisi  raent  is  enacted,  because  the  Icgisla-  people.  Perhaps  Sr.  Reyna  has  been  excited 
tor  could  not  believe  that  they  would  ever  be  lo  speak  thus  by  some  perverse  persoils,  who 
committed.  Such  is  the  offence  of  Sr.  Reyna,  know  much  better  how  to  escape  danger.” 
Who  would  believe  that  a  man  selected  by  his  He  ended  bv  saying,  that  this  is  a  crime  which 
fellow  cUiBens  to  watch  over  their  interests  prostrates  the  conditution  to  the  earth,  and 
and  to  defend  their  rights  would  have  con-  that  a  trial  ought  to  be  instituted, 

verted  himself  into  a  tyrant,  and  an  execii-  Sr.  Eehavarria.  Iret  the  {wpers  be  col- 

tiouer  to  his  fellow  eitiKens?  [app/ausc]  When  lected  which  arc  in  the  power  of  Sr.  Reyna. 
tliG  nation  has  said,  "  i  Jighi  for  mj/ king"  is  They  may  lead  to  many  interesting  discove- 
the  same  that  has  said-  “  I  fight  for  my  rcli-  ries. 

gion,for  mylnm,formyrigtus.formyia>crly,  Sr.  Calban.  Let  not  Sr.  Reyna  enter  the 
for  my  itulependcnce."  This  is  the  general  de-  congress  until  he  has  given  satisfaction,  fo 
sire  which  the  Spanish  soldiers  have  implanted  murmur  (f  dhupprohalinn]  and  until  he  is 
in  their  breasts,  and  to  say  that  Ferdinand  is  conducted  by  a  guard,  bv  reason  of  the  vio- 

au  absolute  king  or  despot  is  horrible.  1  idol-  lence  which  the  people  may  commit, 

ize  him  becau.se  bis  sufferings  and  innocence  On  a  subsequent  day  When  the  question  w  as 
have  niaile  him  worthy  of  the  Spanish  pco-  put  whether  Sr.  Reyna  should  be  brought  to 
pie.  Yet  I  idolize  him  as  the  naiion  idolizes  trial  for  his  oflence,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
liim,  as  he  is  subject  to  tlie  laws ;  not  as  a  des-  fumativc  123  to  17. 
pot  as  liii  fathers  have  Ireen.  What  would 

have  become  of  him  and  his  tlirone,  if  it  had  - 1  .  ,■  = 

not  been  for  tlie  blood,  the  precious  blood, 

which  has  been  slied  in  torrents  by  the  mag-  .WcwtoUnCllailu  I*  ishery. 

nanimous  Spanish  nation?  Would  it  be  rca-  — 

sonabic,  that  this  blood  of  heroes,  with  which  To  Sir  Richard  Goodwin  Keats,  K.  B. 

the  soil  ot  the  whole  peninsula  has  been  steep-  Governor  and  Comtnandcr  in  Chirf  in  and  ' 

ed.  should  be  shed,  that  the  people  might  re-  Ncwfoundlaml,  &c.  &c* 

vert  to  tlie  slavery  of  the  age  of  Charles  IV .  j  j 

and  his  infamous  favourite?  [applause]  This  THE  MEMORIAL 

i»  the  decree,  which  twelve  deputies  (and  I  merchants  and  principal  resident 

r:'4=  "£t  tyrK  m  the 

tile  constitution.  Could  any  thing  be  mure  fisheries  of  Newfoundland,  assembled 
just  ?  nt  the  Merchant  s  Hall,  in  St.  John  s, 

They  who  desire  that  Ferdinand  should  27th  October,  1313, 
come  as  aji  ateolute  king  or  despot,  do  not  de-  Humbi.y  Sheweth — That  the  mer- 
sire  that  Kerd.nand  sl^mild  come,  but  Uiat  a  ,  ^ 

tyrant  should  come.  They  who  deny  to  the  ,  .  .  ,  ,  i  •  *u-  •  i  i  u 

pcoplc  the  sovereignty  whreh  God  has  given  his  majesty  s  subjects  in  this  island,  have, 
them,  scandalously  authorize  the  intrigues  of  times  manifested  fheir  loyalty  to 

Bayonne,  and  the  compulsory  abdication  in  their  king,  anti  have  never  failed  to  ex- 
fayour  of  tire  monster  of  Corsica,  whom  bell  press  their  indignation  at  the  treacherous 
ahliors.  In  fact,  if  the  king  is  an'alisolute  so-  conduct  of  the  enemies  of  their  country; 
vereign,  who  can  make  sale  ol  the  Spaniards  conceiving  that  our  existence,  as  a 
as  ol  a  flock  of  sheep,  which  may  be  shorn,  independent  nation,  must  chief- 

flaved  and  slaughtered,  at  the  arbitrary  ca-  ,  ,  , 

price  of  their  master,  if  the  king  is  absolute  'y.  ‘l^Pend  on  our  preserving  the  si^^ve- 
lord  of  tlie  lives  and  property  of  the  Spaniards,  ''*‘‘8oty  of  the  seas,  the  (lolicy  ofexcluding 
who  can  doubt  that  the  abdication  of  Bay-  France  and  America  from  the  advantages 
onne  was  legitimate,  ami  that  tliarlcs  IV.  those  nations  have  hei-etofore  enjoyed,  in 
might  cede  bis  rights  to  Napoleon  ?  times  of  peace,  in  this  fisUery,  must  be  evi* 
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dent  Id  ever}'  man  of  obser^'ation  engaged 
in  this  branch  of  commerce. 

^  By  former  treaties  with  France  and  the 
Uaited  States  of  America,  these  power* 
were  allowed  c<“rtain  privileges  on  those 
sliores,  bunks,  coast  of  Labrador,  and  in 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Liiwrence,  intheopinion 
of  your  excellency’s  memorialists  highly 
impolitic,  and  which  the  wisdom  of  the 
British  government  never  would  concede, 
except  under  very  peculiar  circumstances. 

By  this  concession  to  Frtmce  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  a  great  national  benefit  was  lost, 
and  a  door  opened  to  illicit  commerce,  to 
the  injury  of  the  revenue,  as  well  ns  to  his 
majesty’s  subjects  engaged  in  the  trade  of 
Newfoundland,  and  the  British  American 
colonies.  A  facility  was  thereby  afforded 
of  introducing  into  Newfoundland  ami 
those  colonies,  teas  and  other  articles  of 
contraband,  and  temptations  held  out  to 
t)ur  fishermen,  to  emigrate  to  tlie  U  nited 
States,  and  the  superior  number  of  their 
citizens  who  annually  resorted  to  the 
shores  of  Labrador,  enabled  them  to  con¬ 
trol  and  overawe  our  people  on  tha,t  coast, 
except,  indeed,  when  a  ship  of  war  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  within  the  reach  of  complaint. 
Fifteen  hundred  American  vessels  have 
been  known  to  be  prosecuting  the  fishery 
at  one  time,  on  the  Labrador  coast,  bring¬ 
ing  with  them  coffee,  teas,  spirits  and  oth¬ 
er  articles  of  contraband.  In  their  pas¬ 
sage  Blither  from  their  own  country,  they 
generally  stop  in  the  Gut  of  Canso,  where 
the  narrowness  of  the  navigation  affords 
great  fecility  to  smuggling. 

The  intercourse  of  our  tishermcn  with 
their  secret  enemies  of  Britain,  has  an 
effect  not  less  fatal  to  their  moral  charac¬ 
ter  than  to  onr  fishery.  I’he  small  planters 
and  catchers  offish,  which  make  the  great 
body  of  tlie  peo|ile  on  the  coast  of  Labra¬ 
dor,  under  the  influence  of  notions  imbibed 
by  their  daily  intercourse  with  men  whose 
interests  are  at  war  with  ours,  become 
dissatisfied  with  their  supplying  mer(;hants 
wlio  are  unable  to  meet  their  foreign  com¬ 
petitors  on  equal  ground.  The  next  step, 
as  experience  show*,  is  the  neglect  of  the 
•niy  means  in  their  power  to  discharge 
their  debts,  disobedfence  ami  insuliordi- 
nation  follow,  and  finally  their  mimls  be¬ 
come  alienated  from  their  own  govern¬ 
ment,  and  they  emigrate  to  another,  to  the 
great  loss  of  their  country. 

In  times  of  peace,  besides,  the  citizens 
of  the  Vrtlted  Stqtf?  resort,  in  •rent  num¬ 


bers  ,  to  the  banks,  where  they  anchor  in 
vioation  of  express  stipulations,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  this  valuable  branchof 
tlie  New  tbundland  trade.  Nor  is  it  possible 
that  the  strictest  vigilance  is  often  able 
to  detect  them  in  the  breach  of  such  sti¬ 
pulations. 

The  evils  growing  out  of  imjioUtic  con¬ 
cessions  to  insidious  friends  are  more  ex¬ 
tensive  than  your  Excellency's  memori¬ 
alists  have  yet  stated,  they  accompany 
our  commerce  into  the  markets  of  Europe 
and  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  United  States,  men,  provision;:, 
and  every  other  article  of  outfit  are  procu¬ 
red  upon  much  better  terms  than  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things  will  admit  with  the  British. 
These  combined  advantages  enabled  them 
to  undersell  the  British  merchant  in  the 
foreign  market.  Hence,  heavy  losses, 
have  often  by  him  been  sustained,  and 
must  always  be  sustained  under  similar 
circumstances. 

In  proof  of  the  great  national  advanta¬ 
ges  heretofore  reaped  by  America  from 
the  fishery,  your  Excellency’s  memorial¬ 
ists  need  only  quote  the  language  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  in  June  last,  on  a  remon¬ 
strance  to  their  government — “  Keep  your 
land,  but  ^ive  iw  a  fishery.” 

The  French,  in  time  of  tranquility, 
prosecuting  the  fisheries  at  St  Pierre’s 
and  Migelon,  it  is  well  known,  carried 
on  an  extensive  and  illicit  commerce 
with  the  Britisii,  residing  on  the  coast 
contiguous  to  those  islands,  although  they 
pretended  that  such  intercourse  was  con¬ 
trary  to  a  known  law  of  their  own  coun¬ 
try.  Similar  illicit  traffic  was  at  the 
same  time  carried  on  by  the  subjects  of' 
that  nation  with  the  English  on  the  coast 
ceded  to  the  former  on  the  north  part  of 
this  island.  The  entire  range,  between 
Cape  Jolin  northward  to  Cape  Rea,  was 
yielded  to  France,  ami  the  Briiish  wert; 
prohibited  by  the  French  from  ever  fish¬ 
ing  between  those  two  Capes.  Your 
memorialists  have  learned  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  France  actually  emnloyetl 
upon  this  north  sliore  (with  St.  Pierre’s 
and  Migelon)  twenty  tlnnisand  man.  Ex¬ 
cellent  harbours,  hardly  five  miles  asun 
der,  skirt  the  coasts  from  Cape  John,  to 
the  Straits  of  Belleisle,  afforiiing  security 
to  ships  and  vessels  in  the  worst  weather . 
and  the  great  resort  of  the  codfish  to  tlie’ 
very  mouths  of  these  harbours,  beyond 
what  is  graerally  Imown  upon  ffre  otl^j 
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shores  of  Ne\rfoiiniIlan<I,  evince  the  high 
advantages  of  the  north  shore  fishery,  for¬ 
merly  (tossessed  by  Prance. 

The  fishery  now  prosecuted  with  vigour 
by  the  British  upon  the  shores  heretofore 
enjoyed  by  the  French,  is  become  very 
extensive,  and  employs  a  large  proportion 
of  our  fishermen.  'I'lie  produce  of  their 
industry  is  brought  hither  and  carried  to 
other  ports  of  export,  coastway,  in  vessels 
owned  by  the  employers  and  suppliers  of 
of  the  planters  and  fishennen.  Dwelling 
houses,  substanlial  stages,  and  stores, 
would  soon  rise  np  in  that  quarter  of  the 
island,  were  it  certain  that  the  builders 
would,  at  the  return  of  peace,  be  allowed 
to  P'tain  their  property.  That  valuable 
part  of  Newfoundlnud,  fertile  in  every 
thing  for  promoting  a  fishery,  would,  in 
such  an  event,  form  a  populous  district  of 
great  value  to  the  mother  country,  not  on¬ 
ly  as  a  fishery,  but  as  it  would  cultivate  a 
,  coasting  navigation,  at  all  times  an  impor¬ 
tant  object  with  government.  ”  J 

And  l)elieving  firmly,  as  your  Excel¬ 
lency’s  memorialists  havereason  tobelieve, 
anti  have  alreaily  stated,  that  our  exist¬ 
ence  as  a  great  and  independent  nation,  de¬ 
pends  upon  our  dominion  on  the  ocean, 
the  wise  |>olicy  of  shutting  out  those  na¬ 
tions  now  leaguetl  in  war  against  us,  from 
a  future  participation  in  so  important  a 
branch  of  our  commerce,  can  hardly  be 
made  a  question, 

'I'he  increased  advantages,  since  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  with  Ameri¬ 
ca.  deriverl  to  both  our  import  and  ex|H)rt 
trade,  having  now  no  com()etitors  in  the 
nWeign  market,  and  what  is  of  the  last  ami 
highest  importance,  the  increase  of  our 
means  to  make  mariners,  while  those  of 
our  enemies  must,  in  the  same  proportion, 
he  crippled,  show  the  wisdom  of  preserv¬ 
ing  the  “  vantage  ground”  we  now  stand 
upon.  And  your  excellency’s  memorial- 
Ifts  feel  the  more  urgent  in  their  present 
representation,  as  the  prospects  w'hich 
happily  have  recently  opened  in  Europe, 
may  affortl  a  well  grounded  ho|ie  that  the 
time  is  not  very  remote  when  negotiations 
may  be  opened  for  the  return  of  perma¬ 
nent  peace. 

From  the  protection  afibrded  to  the 
trade  of  this  Island  by  your  Excellency, 
as  well  as  by  his  Excellency  Sir  John  B. 
W  arren,  a  great  number  of  fishing  vessels 
having  gone  to  Labrador  from  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  the  number  of  men  employed  on  the 
Labrador  scores  this  season  has  been  dou¬ 


ble,  and  the  absence  of  their  former  in¬ 
truders  has  enabled  them  fish  unm<>le8ted. 
Your  Excellency's  ninmoralists  beg  leave 
to  press  upon  y»)ur  serious  consideration,, 
which  they  cannot  too  often  urge,  the 
important  policy,  should,  fortunately,  the 
circumstances  of  Europe  ultimately  en¬ 
courage  such  a  hope  of  wholly  excluding 
foreigners  from  sharing  again  in  the  a<l- 
vantages  of  a  fishery,  from  which  a  large 
proportion  of  our  best  national  defence 
will  be  derived. 

From  the  proofs  your  Excellency  h.aa 
manifested,  during  your  Excellency’sshort 
residence  in  Newfoundland,  of  solicitude 
for  the  prosperity  of  this  trade,  and  from 
your  Excellency’s  high  character  in  a 
profession,  most  justly  viewetl  as  the 
salvation,  as  well  as  admiration,  of  oppres¬ 
sed  nations,  and  upon  which  alone  we  can 
rely  fora  continuance  of  that  prosperity, 
your  Excllency’s  memorialists  confidently 
hope,  that  your  Excellency  will,  on  your 
return  to  England,  lay  this,  their  humble 
rejiresentation,  l>efore  his  majesty’s  go¬ 
vernment,  and  give  it  that  support  which 
the  high  importance  of  the  case  demands. 

Jamks  M.vcBR.viaE:,  Chairman. 

Si.  John's,  Newfoundland,  9lh  Nov.  1810. 

.M.4S.SACHUSETTS  LEGISLxlTURE. 

ANSWER  OF  TUB  HOUSE  TO  THE  GOVER¬ 
NOR’S  SPEECH. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

In  congratulating  you  upon  your  re- 
election  by  the  free  and  intelligent  citi¬ 
zens  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  first  office 
in  their  power  to  bestow,  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  reganl  with  the  liveliest 
emotions  of  gratitude,  the  continued  sacri¬ 
fice  of  |iersonal  inclination,  which  your 
excellency  has  again  consented  to  make 
to  considerations  of  public  good.  In  this 
event  also  we  perceive  with  peculiar  satis¬ 
faction,  the  renewed  pledge  given  by  our 
fellow  citizens,  of  their  persevering  deter¬ 
mination  to  support  tnd  maintain  those 
great  principles  of  public,  policy,  which 
have  hitherto  characterized  your  excel- 
lei^’s  administration. 

T^e  subject  embraced  by  the  memori¬ 
als  of  various  towns,  presented  to  the  le¬ 
gislature  at  its  last  session,  ami  the  report 
of  both  houses  thereon,  to  which  your  ex¬ 
cellency  has  alluded,  although  it  may 
have  lost  something  of  its  interest  and  im¬ 
portance  by  the  repeal  of  thetnoftobnox- 
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jSuf  measure  <rf  \vhich  they  complain,  is 
still  in  many  points  of  view  deserving  of 
the  serious  attention  of  the  government 
and  people  of  this  commonwealth,  and  of 
all  the  commercial  states.  Without  com¬ 
menting  on  that  course  of  measures,  de¬ 
nominated  the  restrictive  system,  the 
principles  of  which  have  been  often  dis- 
ausssed  and  are  now  well  understood,  we 
dismiss  it  with  the  single  remark  that  we 
believe  it  to  have  been  in  its  origin  fouml- 
ed  in  false  pretences,  and  in  its  operation 
attended  by  consequences,  pernicious  to 
the  morals,  ruinous  to  the  prosperity,  and 
hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  our  country. 
Yet,  after  this  system  had  been  tried  and 
abandoned,  after  its  inefficacy  had  become 
perfectly  manifest,  after  it  had  impover¬ 
ished  the  country,  after  war  had  been  de¬ 
clared,  avowedly,  as  a  substitute ;  the  act 
of  December  last  was  passed,  infinitely 
surpassing,  in  the  odiousness  of  its  fea¬ 
tures,  all  which  had  preceded  it.  This 
act  not  only  overleaped  at  once,  the  limits 
of  constitutional  authority,  but  manifested 
an  open  and  undisguised  attempt  to  esta¬ 
blish  an  arbitrary  desjmtism,  enforced  by 
military  power,  not  sanctioned  even  by 
the  forms  of  legal  process,  and  utterly  sub¬ 
versive  of  the  first  principles  of  civil  li¬ 
berty.  AVhat  are  the  high  and  invaluable 
privileges  which  distinguish  a  free  people 
from  the  slaves  of  a  ca[)ricious  and  arbi¬ 
trary  despotism  ?  Are  they  not  these ;  to 
be  at  all  times  secure  in  their  persons, 
their  pro|)erty,  their  dwellings,  their  pur¬ 
suits  and  occupations,  to  be  govenuid  by 
known  and  equal  laws,  to  be  i^ucstioned 
an<l  judged  only  by  legal  and  constitu¬ 
tional  tribunals  ?  Yet  how  deeply  tloes  the 
act  in  question  entrench  U|>on  all  these 
rights  and  privileges.  After  a  general 
prohibition  of  the  coasting  trade,  permis¬ 
sions  were  to  be  given  by  the  president 
to  individuals  at  his  pleasure,  which  must 
necessarily  introduce  au  odious  system  of 
favouritism. 

Every  species  of  moving  property  was 
liable  to  seizure  at  the  caprice  of  every 
inferior  officer.  The  secret  instructions 
of  the  president  to  bis  officers  were  decla¬ 
red  to  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law, 
and  might  be  pleaded  as  a  justification  of 
such  officer,  for  any  act,  however  outrage¬ 
ous.  Such  being  the  features  of  the  act, 
against  which  these  memorialists  raised 
their  loudest  complaints,  although  it  has 
now  ceased  to  operate,  it  can  never  cease 
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to  be  regarded  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  with  abhorrence  and  detestation. 

A  recurrence  to  this  subject,  therefore, 
may  still  be  useful  and  salutary,  to  mark 
the  character  of  an  administration  still  in 
power,  ami  still  professing  its  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  liberty ;  to  put  the  people 
more  effectually  on  their  guard  against  fu¬ 
ture  encroachments  on  their  rights,  and  to 
prevent  the  revival  of  measures  tending 
to  corrupt  the  morals,  to  enfeeble  the  spi¬ 
rit,  to  exhaust  the  resources,  ami  to  para¬ 
lyze  the  industry  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
this  act  was  in  full  oi)eration.  A  measure 
of  such  a  character  could  not  fail  of  in¬ 
stantly  exciting  the  attention  of  the  guar¬ 
dians  of  the  people’s  rights,  even  if  their 
vigilance  had  not  been  awakened,  and 
their  inter|)osition  demanded,  by  the  nu¬ 
merous  memorials  of  their  constituents. — 
So  imminent  was  the  danger  to  the  liber¬ 
ties  ami  interests  of  the  people,  that  the. 
right,  and  even  the  <luty,  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  to  provide  for  their  relief  and  secu¬ 
rity,  was  no  longer  a  question.  It  remain¬ 
ed  only  to  inquire,  as  a  point  of  expedi¬ 
ency,  into  the  time  and  motle,  in  which 
such  relief  should  be  airi>fded.  After  great 
deliberation,  aware  of  the  danger  of  rash 
counsels  and  |)recipitate  measures,  they 
contented  themselves  with  adopting  ami 
publishing  a  report,  reciting  the  wrongs 
and  injuries  of  their  constituents,  the  in¬ 
valuable  rights  and  privileges,  which, 
from  the  infancy  of  their  commonwealth, 
they  had  invariably  enjoyed,  and  stiH 
ought  to  enjoy,  their  full  determination  to 
resist  and  repel,  at  every  hazard,  these  un¬ 
just  aggressions,  and  to  maintain  their  cs- . 
senlial  rights,  'riiis  may  not  improperly 
be  considered  as  a  solemn  appeal  to  their 
constituents,  to  their  sister  states,  and  the 
world,  for  the  justice  of  their  complaints, 
the  purity  of  their  motives,  and  the  pro¬ 
priety  and  necessity  of  that  Course  of  con¬ 
duct,  which  a  sense  of  duty  imperiously 
required  them  to  pursue.  This  course 
gave  to  the  people  time  for  deliberation, 
and  to  the  government,  opportunity  for 
reflection  and  a  change  of  measures. 

We  feel,  with  your  excellency,  peculiar 
satisfaction  in  the  repeal  of  the  last  ob¬ 
noxious  embargo  act,  and  the  entire  ami 
total  abandonment  of  th«  restrictive  sys¬ 
tem.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  mo¬ 
tives  to  this  change  of  policy,  we  will  not 


THE  EXAMINER. 


repress  llic  cxprossiouol’ our  joy  upon  the 
occHsion.  We  rcganl  it  as  the  tacit  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  a  pernicious  error  which 
we  have  uniformly  endeavoureil  to  ex¬ 
pose,  and  a  pledge  that  it  w  ill  not  speed¬ 
ily  be  repeated.  We  hail  it  as  the  har¬ 
binger  of  a  lieltcr  daj',  auspicious  to  the 
interests  of  commerce,  so  highly,  if  not 
equally  beneficial  to  every  portion  of  the 
American  people,  and  essential  to  the  re¬ 
sources  of  its  government.  We  exult  in 
the  hope  that  the  affecting  lessons  of  past 
experience  will  not  be  lost  upon  the  len<l- 
ing  meiniters  of  the  general  government, 
that  more  liberal  and  enlightenetl  views 
xvill  henceforth  actuate  their  measures, 
that  they  will  more  steadily  and  uniformly 
regard  the  general  interests  of  the  [leople, 
that  they  will  cease  to  set  the  interests  of 
one  portion  of  the  union  in  opiiosition  to 
those  of  another ;  that  they  will  at  length 
perceive  that  the  vigour  of  all  the  parts  is 
essential  to  the  regular  and  healthy  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  whole. 

We  concur  with  your  excellency  in 
commending  the  forbearance  and  moilera- 
tion  which  liave  uniformly  been  disjilayed 
by  our  fellow  citizens.  Early  inspired 
xvith  the  love  of  civil  liberty,  they  are 
equally  impressed  with  the  love  of  order 
iind  good  government,  and  respect  for  the 
laws. 

They  are  perfectly  aware  that  llie  has¬ 
ty  and  undirected  efforts  of  individuals, 
in  seeking  relief  even  from  manifesl  and 
acknowledged  oppression,  woiiltl  not  only 
prove  fruitless,  hut  tend  to  bring  discredit 
and  contempt  upon  a  cause,  demanding 
united  wisdom  and  combined  exertion. — 
But,  the  love  of  liberty,  which  niiimales 
I  he  jieople  of  this  commouweallh,  is  not 
the  unprincipled  licentiousness  of  those 
T.ho  seek  in  violence  and  civil  commo¬ 
tion  the  gratification  of  their  baser  pas¬ 
sions,  but  a  firm  and  unshaken  attachment 
to  their  constitutional  rights,  regulated 
mid  secured  by  wholesome  and  energetic 
laws.  Grossly,  therefore,  do  those  mis¬ 
take  the  character  of  our  citizens,  w  ho 
regard  their  forbearance  as  the  result, 
either  of  that  ignorance  which  cannot  dis¬ 
cern,  or  that  pusillanimity  which  will  not 
protect  their  essential  rights. 

The  house  of  representatives  still  dee|«- 
ly  lament,  in  common  with  your  excel¬ 
lency,  liie  continuance  of  tlie  war  in 
whicli  we  are  involved.  This  house  has 
invariably  expressed  its  aldwrrenee  of 
thi*  measure,  in  langua"*'  luo  stron;;  and 


explicit  to  be  inisuuderstooil.  Even 
fore  war  was  declared,  and  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  in  immediate  contemplation,  the 
house  hastenetl  to  lay  its  ilecided  remon¬ 
strance  against  that  measure  before  con¬ 
gress,  and  it  has  never  ceased  to  enter  its 
solemn  protest  against  its  continuance. — 
We  can  only  add  that  we  concur  fully 
with  our  predecessors  in  the  belief  that 
this  w'arwas  neither  necessary,  justifiable, 
nor  politic.  We  have  loo  much  reason 
to  believe  that  it  was  rashly  jirecipitated, 
at  a  moment  when  a  short  delay  would 
have  proliably  removed  the  only  pluusilde, 
if  not  the  only  ostensible  causes  of  com¬ 
plaint.  Stripping  the  state  papers,  issued 
iiy  the  government  on  that  occasion,  of 
lliose  circumstances  which  were  introdu^ 
ced  merely  to  heighten  their  colouring,  it 
will  readily  be  perceived  that  the  only 
causes  relied  oo,  were  the  orders  in  coun¬ 
cil,  and  the  practice  of  impressment.  Up¬ 
on  this  last  point,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
that  the  congress,  or  people  of  the  United 
States  would  have  consented  to  engage 
in  a  war.  It  had  not,  for  several  years, 
been  the  sulqect  of  distinct  negotiation. 
No  jirecise  demand  had  been  made  by 
one  governm*  nt  a  id  refused  by  the  other. 
There  was  no  irre.  oncileable  controversy 
between  the  two  governments,  on  the 
su!»ject  of  their  relative  riglils,  hut  tlie 
difficulty  solely  arose  resfieoting  the  imnle 
of  securing  them.  Wilhont,  therefore, 
discussing  this  subject,  we  may  venture  to 
pronounce  the  war  rash,  premature,  and 
unjustifiable  on  this  ground,  when  it  is 
mnnirost  that  Hie  two  governments  had 
come  to  no  issue  upon  which  it  was  expe¬ 
dient  for  us  to  resort  to  the  hazards  of 
war,  or  upon  which  we  could  conscien¬ 
tiously  appeal  to  the  Go<l  of  armies  to, 
smile  on  our  cause.  The  existence  of 
the  orders  in  council,  therefore,  may  lie 
considereil  as  (he  only  plausible  pretexf 
ii|Km  which  Hie  American  people  would 
have  tolerated  a  ileclaration  of  war.  But 
we  are  constrained  to  believe,  that,  at 
the  moment  when  war  was  thus  declared, 
the  .4merican  cabinet  had  reason  to  anti¬ 
cipate  the  speetly  revocation  of  those  or¬ 
ders,  which  was  in  fact  almost  simultane¬ 
ous  with  the  declaration  of  w'ai*.  Had  not 
th<*  .Americ  iii  government,  therefore,  rush¬ 
ed  into  a  slate  of  war  with  such  premature 
impetuosity,  may  we  not  lielieve  that  our 
beloved  country  would  have  been  rescued 
fnim  Hip  disgrace  and  calamities,  the  Imr- 
dens  and  sufferings  wliich  we  have  endc- 
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xed,  nnd  which  are  stiil  rapidly  accuniu-  Upon  this  Biibjcet  we  can  scarcely  coic- 
lating.  We  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  niand  language  to  express  our  feeSings. 
in  expressing  our  firm  conviction,  that  ns  During  many  years,  we  had  witnessed  the 
men  governed  hy  the  dictates  of  moral  accumulating  and  despotic  power  of  the 
priQci|)le,  it  is  still  our  duty  to  abstain  French  Einjteror,  with  emotions  of  terroif 


from  every  voluntary  act  which  w'ould 
give  aid  and  encouragement  to  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  the  wrar.  We  shall,  however, 
cheerfully  concur  in  any  measure  which 
may  he  thought  expedient,  solely  for  de¬ 
fensive  puriKises,  and  which  may  become 
necessary  in  consequence  of  the  criminal 
negligence  of  the  general  government,  to 
employ  those  means,  which  the  constitu¬ 
tion  has  placed  in  their  hands,  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  and  general  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  people. 

We  indulge  some  hopes,  mingled  how¬ 
ever  wilii  many  doubts  and  fears,  that 
pe;!Ce  m:iy  soon  be  restored  to  our  suffer¬ 
ing  and  bleeding  country ;  that  peace,  so 
anxiously  desired  by  all  classes  of  its 
citizens.  'Phis  hope  is  in  some  degree 
strengtiiened  by  the  unexpected  and  un- 
ex  .mpled  change  which  has  recently  ta¬ 
ken  place  in  the  jtolitical  relations  of  the 
po  . ers  of  Europe.  Notwithstanding  the 
manifest  danger  of  being  involved  in  the 
politics  and  quarrels  of  Europe,  we  are  aji- 
prehensive  that  our  relations  have  been 
too  intimately  combined  with  those  of 
one  of  the  contending  powers.  We  will 
®ot  say  that  our  government  have  been 
in  alliance  with  that  of  France;  but  Ave 
cannot  avoid  perceiving  that  they  are 
pursuing  similar  objects  by  similar  means, 
and  have  co-operated  in  fact  if  not  in 
form.  The  commercial  restrictions  of 
America  kept  pace  with  the  continental 
system  of  France,  and  was  in  fact  aban- 
tloned  Avhen  that  system  was  destroyed. 
Neither  have  we  foig:otten  that  war  was 
declared  by  America  at  the  moment  when 
Bonaparte  was  collecting  his  countless 
myriads  in  the  north,  to  burst  like  a  tor¬ 
rent  upon  the  only  civilized  nation  of  con¬ 
tinental  Europe,  that  dared  to  resist  his 
power  and  assert  her  inde|tendencc.  But 
the  failure  of  this  effort,  we  trust,  will 
prove  equally  auspicious  to  our  country 
and  the  world,  equally  grateful  to  the  pa¬ 
triot  and  the  philanthropist.  With  the 
highest  satisfaction,  therefore,  we  embrace 
this  occasion  to  congratulate  your  excel¬ 
lency  u|ion  the  entire  prostration  of  that' 
monstrous  military  despotism,  which  had 
so  long  trampled  upon  the  rights  and  at 
length  threatened  the  total  annihilation  of 
'tljc  rjjerties  of  civilmed  society. 


and  dismay.  W e  had  seen  him  combining 
a  greater  physical  force  than  was  ever  lie- 
fore  cencentrated  lo  a  single  object,  aided 
by  the  means  of  seduction  and  the  arts  of 
intrigue,  actuated  by  iioitriucipleslmltbuse 
of  boundless  ambition,  pursuing  bis  rapid 
career  of  conquest  A\ilh  unrelenting  vio¬ 
lence,  nntil  the  independence  of  Europe 
seemed  nearly  prostrate  at  bis  feet.  Y  et 
within  the  short  period  of  eighteen  months 
the  power  of  Bonaparte,  once  so  foruiidable 
and  so  lerlific  has  been  su!)verted  and 
that  man  is  now  a  liarmless  exile,  who 
had  so  long  been  the  scoui^e  of  nations. 
Although  we  cannot  contemplate  without 
melancholy  emotions,  the  immeasurable 
waste  of  human  life,  w  Inch  so  short  a  pe- 
rioil  of  time  has  produced,  yet  in  tiie 
event  we  think  we  may  discern  the  sig¬ 
nal  iiiter|K)sition  of  a  wise,  merciful  and 
overruling  Proviiience,  for  Ihe punishment 
of  law  less  ambition,  the  protection  of  his 
suffering  creatures,  and  the  restoration  of 
lieace  and  tranquility  to  tlie  world.  , 

Any  further  communications  which 
your  Excellency  may  be  pleased  lo  make, 
Avill  be  received  by  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  with  respectful  deference,  and 
acted  upon  with  all  the  promptnes  which 
thr'ir  importance  may  demand. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  4, 
1814. 

Read  nnd  accepted — 

TIMO.  BIGELOW  ,Spcaker. 


From  the  Froridence  American. 

DESCLTORY  REMARKS. 

The  most  intelligent  ;)oliticlans  entertain 
a  diversity  of  o,;inion  on  the  effects  which 
the  re-establishmenl  of  the  Bourlmns  and 
a  general  [»eacc  in  Europe,  would  proba¬ 
bly  produce  on  the  affairs  of  this  country. 
Some  believe  that  these  events  would,ulti- 
mately,  o|>ei'Nte  to  our  advantage,'  inas-’ 
much  as  we  have  infinitely  more  to  dread 
from  the  unprincipled  amlntion  of  Bona-' 
parle.  than  from  the  pre|mnderance  ofpow 
er  (treat  Britain  would  be  able  to  main¬ 
tain  in  Europe;  while  others  contend  that 
they  would  have  a  tendency  to  prolong 
the  war,  by  increasing  the  |M»wer,  and 
consequently,  the  demand?  of  our  enemy. 
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Without  any  tlisdosure  ^  onr feelings,  on 
this  subject,  we  frankly  confess  ourselves 
the  supporters  of  the  latter  opinion,  which 
vre  are  emlioUened  to  avow,  not  ouly  from 
a  conviction \f  its  correctness,  but  from 
the  sanction  wmch  enlightened  politicians 
liave  given  it. 

It  will  be  readily  admitted,  that  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  Bourbons,  and  a  general 
peace  in  Europe,  would  greatly  augment 
the  power  and  resources  of  Britian.  She 
wouldcease  to  dread  the  power  of  France, 
after  her  sceptre  shall  have  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  pacific  Bourbons.  When 
once  France  ceases  to  be  a  military  nation, 
she  ceases  to  be  a  powerful  one.  By  mar¬ 
tial  exploits  has  her  power  lieen  obtained, 
and  by  them  it  must  he  perpetuated.  A 
knowledge  of  this  disposition  of  Louis 
authorized  thebelief,  that,  during  hisreign, 
this  source  of  power  would  be  neglected; 
that  the  civic  virtues  would  he  fostered, 
while  “  war’s  vast  art”  would  fail  to  be  stu¬ 
died  or  admired.  We  have  not  expressed 
this  belief  in  derogation  of  the  claims  of 
the  Bourbons ;  but  merely  to  help  us  to  the 
conclusion,  that  should  they  be  re-instated. 
Great  Britain  would,  for  many  years,  be 
exempted  from  the  salutary  checks  of  a 
rival  nation. — A  sentiment  of  gratitude, 
comhincil  with  the  suggestions  of  pru¬ 
dence,  would  impel  Louis  to  court  the  alli¬ 
ance  and  cultivate  the  friendship,  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  until  at  least  his  government  could  he 
permanently  established:  His  |)ulicy  would 
be  assimilaterl  with  hers,  and  his  councils 
regulated  by  her  edicts.  In  fine,  France 
would  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  Bri¬ 
tain,  as  the  fragile  ivy  to  the  sturdy  oak. 

The  commercial  prospects  of  Britain 
would  he  greatly  extended,  and  her  avi¬ 
dity  for  monopoly  increased.  She  would 
be  able  to  direct  her  whole  disposable  land ! 
and  naval  force  against  this  defenceless 
and  much  exposed  country. 

The  victorious  legions  of  Loril  AVelling- 
ton  would  be  unemployed.  Their  servi¬ 
ces  would  not  be  necesary  to  the  siifiport 
of  a  |>eace  establishment,  and  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  disband  them,  for  they  could 
not,  after  being  familiarized  with  the  fero¬ 
city  and  the  din  of  war,  relish  the  dull  pur¬ 
suits  of  civil  life — Great  Britain  would 
not  disband  them;  she  would  maintain 
them  for  any  conflict  she  might  be  destin¬ 
ed  to  endure. 

The  suggestion  is  not  unfrequent,  that 
w  ithout  counting  the  chances.  We'eannot 
expect  frqm  their  wisdom  a  relief  from  the 


these  veterans  will  be  transported  to  this 
country,  not  only  to  repel  the  invasion  of 
Canada,  but  to  harrass  and  despoil.  G  reat 
Britain,  with  sneh  immense  forces  at  her  dig- 
[losal,  could  do  us  irreparable  injury ;  She 
could,  by  a  rigid  blockade,  annihilate  our 
commerce,  and,  by  predatory  incursions, 
alarm  and  imimverish  our  ctizens. — She, 
probably,  would  make  distinctions  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  certain  sections  of  the  Union, 
w'hich  would  give  rise  to  sectional  animo¬ 
sities  and  prevent  the  concentration  of  any 
efficient  military  force.  She  would  be 
enabled  to  carry  on  the  war  at  a  trifling 
expense,  while  we,  already  impoverished, 
would  be  obliged  to  resort  to  additional 
Loans  and  Taxes. 

Great  Britain  will  never  attempt  the 
conquest  of  this  country,  for  she  knows 
full  well  that  there  is  a  spirit  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  peo]de,  derived  from  their  fathers, 
which  though  it  may  be  depressed,  can¬ 
not  be  subdued.  She  knows  the  force 
and  the  elasticity  of  this  spirit,  fur  she 
cannot  have  forgotten  the  revolution, 
when  excited  by  real — not  fictitous  inju¬ 
ries — it  animated  and  pervaded  the  breast 
of  an  undivided  people. 

If  Great  Britain  is  acfuatetl  by  a  retali¬ 
atory  spirit,  she  has  it  abundantly  in  her 
power  to  chastise  the  pusillanimity  of  our 
rulers  in  declaring  war  against  her,  when 
she  was  magnanimously  struggling  for  her 
national  existence — a  war  which  made  us 
virtually  the  ally  of  the  “  supereminent’* 
Napoleon,  and  ranked  republican  America 
among  the  abettors  of  a  foul  and  relentless 
tyranny.  Is  it  probable  that  a  proud  and 
imperious  foe,  instigated  by  revenge,  and 
maddene<l  by  injuries,  will  treat  us  very 
leniently,  when  they  have  the  power  to 
make  our  follies  and  our  crimes  “  backoa 
our  selves  recoil.”---Since  the  American 
Eagle  pounce<l,  with  cowawlly  avidity, 
on  tli«  British  Lion,  when  lieset  with  toils, 
will  that  Lion,  now  majestick  in  strength 
and  power,  be  so  magnanimous  as  to  spare 
the  Eagle,  when  he  has  lost  “  the  terrour 
of  his  beak  and  the  lightning  of  his  eye 
No !  we  cannot  recognize  magnanimity  as 
a  national  virtue ;  it  may  dignify  the  breast 
of  an  individual,  but  seldom  is  found  in  the 
cabinet  of  Princes. 

To  a  humiliating  state  cf  dependence 
on  the  forbearance  of  an  exasperated  foe, 
have  our  infatuated  rulers  reduced  us. 
They  have  rashly  involved  us  in  difficul¬ 
ties  from  which  they  have  not  abilities  to 
extricate  us.  They  have  cast  the  dig- 
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burdens  we  niaj’  be  called  upon  to  endure, 
or  a  re|)08e  from  ttiose  alarms  we  may  be 
destined  to  experience. — Tlie  time  at 
which  they  declared  war,  the  circumstan¬ 
ces  w  hich  attended  its  declaration,  and 
hace  accompanied  its  progress,  united 
with  the  i)rofligacy  and  improv  idence  with 
w  hie  h  it  has  been  conducted,  combine  to 
prove  the  incompeteucy  of  our  rulers, 
and  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  theirspeedy 
removal. 

The  people  possess  a  redeeming  [tower; 
they,  only,  can  rescue  the  country  from  im- 
[icnding  ruin.  Let  them,  therefore,  no 
fonsrer  confide  in  men  w  ho  abuse  and  de¬ 
ceive  them — let  them  forget  the  jtetty 
distinction  of  party,  and,  with  one  voice, 
pronounce  the  irrevocable  sentence,  which 
shall  remand  to  the  shades  of  privacy,  a 
corrupt  administration,  freighted  with  the 
execrations  of  a  betrayed  and  indignant 
[leojile.  Let  them  appoint  men  in  their 
stead,  who  can  accomplish  a  speedy  and 
honourable  peace  by  negotiation  or  the 
Bwprd. 


FROM  THE  EVENINO  POST. 

Cursory  retnarks. — Certain  editors  have  af¬ 
fected  to  make  a  distinction  between  British 
and  American  federalists ;  whether  they  arc 
sincere  in  their  distinction,  I  neither  know  nor 
care  ;  for  myself,  1  consider  all  such  pretences 
mere  “  springes  to  catch  woodcocks,”  but  that 
there  actually  exist  a  set  of  men  among  the 
democratic  party,  who  are,  at  least,  as  much 
attached  to  the  French  emperor  as  to  the 
.4mcrican  president,  I  have  no  doubt.  In  this 
class  of  people  I  have  always  considered  the 
principal  democratic  editors,  and  especially 
him  who  conducts  the  pajier  called  the  Boston 
Chronicle.  In  the  last  number  of  this  paper, 
DOW  lying  before  me,  1  find  a  curious  article 
entitled  ”  Summaryremarks  on  the  great  events 
trt  France."  The  object  of  the  writer  is  to 
MK-oncile  himself,  and  readers  of  the  same 
description  with  himself,  to  the  present  state 
of  affairs  in  France,  and  to  preserve  still  their 
respect  and  attachment  to  Bonaparte. 

“Bonaparte  («ays  he)  has  effccteil  tlie  purpo¬ 
ses  of  the  [French]  rovolntiuii.  He  hu.s  brought 
the  monarcliy  to  that  stale  of  responsibility  at 
first  (lemundetl.  'i'lie  king  now  restored  is  obliged 
to  acknowledge  a  rigid,  which  the  king  stain  had 
4enie<l.  .I.eaving  out  of  view  the  late  of  the  ini- 
viduals  who  uccouiplishcd  this  great  object,  wc 
■lust  allow,  that  the  French  nation  has  utlunud 
Bit  original  ground  of  contrortrsy.  'they  have 
pot  only  succe«-ded  in  their  lirst  views,  i.ut  they 
Pjjtign  la  ofhtx  a  large  pruj^urcitjn  of  tjiv  most 


prominent  characters  who  carried  on  the  revolu¬ 
tion.  The  legion  of  honour  established  by  Bo¬ 
naparte,  is  recognized  in  all  their  military  digni¬ 
ties.  And  above  all,  Talleyrand  (the  director 
of  the  whole  business,)  is  retained  in  the  highest 
office  of  the  governmeut.  AVill  auy  man  say, 
that  the  people  of  France  liave  not  succeeded  in 
their  original  controversy  ?” 

What  their  original  controversy  precisely 
was,  and  what  the  motives  which  actuated  the 
authors  of  the  revolution,  1  shall  not  trouble 
myself  to  inquire ;  we  sliould  probably  never 
agree  in  our  conjectures ;  Ibr  it  could  amount 
to  no  more,  at  last ;  but  tliat  what  they  have 
obtained  is  neither  more  nor  less  in  substance, 
than  the  Englisli  constitution,  is  not  to  be  de¬ 
nied — a  limited  monarchy — the  best  govern¬ 
ment,  1  have  no  doubt,  that  tlic  pco[>Ie  of 
France  can  ever  be  brought  under.  That 
those  who  have  clamoured  till  they  became 
hoarse,  against  the  British  government  as  the 
worst  in  existence,  should  so  suddenly  turn 
about  aud  impliedly  admit  it  to  be  the  best, 
because  it  was  the  “  original  object”  of  the 
French  revolution,  as  they  arc  now  pleased 
to  as.sert,  is  not  so  much  to  he  wondered  at, 
but  that  the  obtaining  it  should  now  be  ascri¬ 
bed  to  Bonaparte,  is,  I  confess,  a  stretch  of 
stupid  effrontery  for  which  I  was  not  prepared. 
By  the  same  process  of  reasoning,  American 
independence  ought  to  lie  ascribed  to  Bur- 
goyne  and  Cornwallis,  and  these  two  generals 
consequently  to  become  the  objects  of  our 
gratitude  and  admiration. 

That  the  French  constitution,  as  now  settled 
is  in  substance  only  the  English  constitution, 
in  all  its  great  features,  is  certain  and  obvious. 

The  Executive  power  in  caeli,  is  vested  in 
a  licreditary  monarch ;  who  possesses  the  same 
prerogative  in  botli,  of  arresting  a  bill  in  its 
passage,  by  bis  veto,  or  negative :  A  power, 
however,  tliough  possessed  in  England,  is  nc« 
ver  exercised. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested,  equally,  in 
both  countries,  in  two  house.^  of  parliament ; 
eacii  having  a  negative  on  tiie  otlier;  and  the 
lower  posse.ssing  exclusively  the  right  oforisin- 
atiiig  money  bills.  This  lower  house  is  chosen 
by  the  people  in  tlie  one  country  for  seven,  in 
the  other,  for  live  years ;  the  upper  house  con¬ 
sists  of  a  hereditary  nobility. 

The  Judiciary  is  appointed  in  each  for  life 
and  rendered  independent  of  either  of  the 
other  branches.  The  trial  by  jury  in  France 
is  couiined  to  criminal  cases,  hut  in  England 
qs.teuds  to  civil  as  well  as  criminal :  as  to  the 
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policy  of  whieli  cxiciiswo,  however,  mnny 
eoand  lawyers  have  expressed  serious  doubts. 

Such  are  the  great  outlioes  of  both  the  En¬ 
glish  and  French  constitutions.  The  American 
also  possesses  the  same  three  grand  divisions 
<rt  power  forming  what  is  commonly  called 
the  balance  of  power;  bfft  with  additions, 
revisions,  improvement,  and  correction. 

For  instance ;  our  legislative  branch  equally 
consists  of  two  houses ;  both,  however,  elec¬ 
ted  by  the  people ;  Uie  lower  for  two  instead 
of  five  or  seven,  and  the  upper  for  six  years. 

Our  Judiciary  is  also  apointed  for  life,  and 
vas  supposed  to  be  independent  of  the  other 
two  branches  of  goverment :  as  doubtless  was 
intended  by  the  constitution  it  should  be ;  but 
Thomas  Jefiurson,  by  a  sort  of  chevizance, 
discovered  a  method  of  acomplishing  its  de- 
stmetion,  at  tlie  pleasure  of  the  other  two 
Iiranchcs,  by  removing  the  odlce  from  the 
to  have  any 


ODE. 

TO  THE  SFIRIT  OF  WASHlKOltlK. 

Sung^  at  the  annieersaiy  of  the  ffashington  Bt- 
ncvolent  Society,  in  Boston,  on  tlu  3tMh  uU. 

Tune — “  Yc  mariners  of  England." 
Descend,  tlwu  liallow’d  spirit. 

And  guard  our  native  land ; 

Where  ev’ry  fiend  of  faction  roams. 

And  discord  waves  her  brand. 

Oh !  where  lias  fled  the  patriot  fire. 

That  learnt  from  thee  to  glow  ? 

On  our  shore,  seen  no  more, 
cHonus. 

While  the  .storms  of  faction  blow. 

While  weakness  o’er  our  councils  sways. 
And  the  storms  of  faction  blow. 

Yet  still  one  .supplication, 

IVe  humbly  dare  to  frame; 

Oh!  bless  tiiis  filial  band,  that  weat« 

Tliy  consecrated  name ! 

For  here  tliy  sacred  mcin’ry  lives. 

Here  grateful  liosoins  glow. 

And  tliy  name  lights  a  flame, 

CHORUS. 

Though  the  storms  of  faction  blow, 

Tiio’  the  darkest  clouds  our  country  shade. 
And  the  storms  of  faction  blow. 

Should  any  brave  our  rampires 
With  cannon-studded  fleets; 

Or  iron-serried  arms  invade 
Our  native  sweet  retreats — 

Then  W’^ashiugton,  our  rallying  word. 

Shall  urge  us  on  the  foe ; 

In  the  fight,  we'll  unite, 

CHORUS. 

No  invading  war  we  wage. 

But  hail,  street  pc.w  c!  tiiy  blest  return 
To  hush  bisc  faction’s  rage. 


man,  who,  thereupon, 
duties  to  perform,  could  no  more,  as  was  by 
the  said  I'liomas  contended,  lie  an  ollb’cr,  than 
a  man  could  lie  a  tenant  alter  the  tenement 
was  swallowed  up  by  an  cartlH|ual;e.  Wiiclh- 
or  this  if  an  improvement  in  the  method  of 
recuriog  the  Judiciary  in  the  tenure  of  his 
oflicc  or  freehold,  I  must  leave  to  men  more 
fearued  in  the  laws  than  I  am,  to  determine. 

Lastly,  the  F.xecutivc  power,  which,  in 
Friuiee  and  England,  as  we  liave  seen,  is 
s'cstcd  in  a  king  for  life  and  his  heirs  after  him. 
a  here,  vested  iu  a  president  of  Virginia  for 
tour  years  at  a  time,  when  for  form’s  sake 
another  election  is  held,  vesting  it  in  him  tor 
four  years  more,  with  remainder  over  to  tlic 
next  president  being  an  inhabitant  and  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  same  state  of  Virginia,  in  fee,  to 
liim  and  his  successors  forever,  according  as 
may  be  agreed  on  at  a  caucus  lield  at  tiie 
city  of  Wasliington  once  in  four  years.  How- 
tar  also  this  method  of  vesting  the  executive 
•jiowcr  in  a  Virginia  president,  is  prefera¬ 
ble  to  the  mctliod  of  disposing  of  the  same 
];n\ver  in  France  and  England,  I  likewise  leave 
to  others  more  knowing  in  sucli  matters  tlian 
myself.  Ail  1  sliall  say  is,  that  1  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  Emperor  Alexander  or  any  of  the 
allied  powers,  whatever  some  people  inivy 
think  and  say,  w  ill  ever  seriously  go  to  war 
w-itli  Great  Britain  because  she  is  not  disposed 
to  conform  lier  government  exactly  to  our 
ov  a.  And  thus  cad  my  speculations  for  this 


HYMN. 

Tunk — “  Old  Hundred.” 
On  Europe’s  realms,  of  inuuriil'ul  fame, 
Through  deepest  gloom,  lo!  freedom  breaks^ 
And  millions  rise  to  adore  iiis  name. 

Who  justly  chides,  but  ne’er  forsakes. 

Th’ oppressor’s  cruel  ami  is  stay’d. 

The  floods  of  niin  backward  roll ; 

He,  whom  whole  nations  late  obey’d. 
Humbled,  deplores  God’s  high  control. 

Almighty  power!  we  own  thy  grace. 

Oft  interpos’d  to  save  one  rare ; 

E'rom  THEE  have  sprung  our  blissful  days, 
By  THEE  we  live,  lo  hope  and  praise. 

Through  him,  thy  mercies  we  have  seen, 
Who.«e  public  worth  and  holy  life. 

Have  still  our  shield  and  safety  been. 

From  lawless  rule,  and  civil  strife. 

From  him  our  virtues  may  we  learn. 

May  his  example  trace  our  path ; 

And  may  we  yet  thy  blessings  earn. 

And  ycl  escape  thine  awful  wrath. 
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